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The topic of my lecture tackled the problem of violence which seems to be embedded in Islam (as it is perceived by media and , consequently, by Western people). I tried to approach the problem through explanation of the prime misconceptions concerning Islam, coming from ignorance or lack of awareness as far as Islam and its principles are concerned. Since actions undertaken by terrorists are often viewed as being the result of Quranic prescriptions, Quran was the main ax of my lecture, not its exegesis, however, but its social reception by different gropus of Muslims, ranging from moderate believers to radicals. Also, legal aspects of so called “holy war” have been presented, in both classical and fundamentalist understanding.

The audience was very attentive and asked questions, which showed that Islam had a major problem with its “public relation”, what results in creating  prejudices based on the misinformation and lack of proper studies on the subject, which should be more anthropologically and sociologically oriented with a help of philologists.  

The lecture atracted approx.30 persons. The interpreter, Gabor Tomas, a PhD student in Arabic studies, showed a great skill and proved very helpful. We established a very good contact which should bring interesting academic effects.

Also, I had a chance to see a mausoleum of a very famous sufi (Muslim mystic) which is located 15 minutes away from the Kolozsi`s house. This allowed me to take many photographs of the Islamic art pieces exhibited there and to present the photos to my students of “Islamic Art” course that I have been running since January at my university.

My stay in Budapest was very fruitful and pleasant, thanks to Adam and his family. We (me and my husband) were privilaged to stay at his place, try some home-made Hungarian dishes and appreciate Hungarian hospitality and friendliness which is perfectly described by very well-known Polish proverb “A Pole and a Hungarian – two brothers, while drinking wine, while having a fight” ( a loose translation of the author of the report).

