Meglena Zlatkova, Magdalena Dusheva

University of Plovdiv “Paisii Hilendarski”, Bulgaria

Report on teaching workshop with the students

Date: 14 of December 2005

Trainers: Meglena Zlatkova, Magdalena Dusheva

Participants: Students of Ethnology, 2nd grade and students from the research team

Location: Center for Anthropological and Ethnosociological Studies, University of Plovdiv “Paisii Hilendarski”

The Anthropological Film and the Study of Ethnology

The aim of the workshop was to put the beginning of a discussion on visual anthropology and ethnology as a teaching practices at the B.A. program at the university and to examine the interest from the part of students in that field.

We decided to begin with two examples and we choose to show the parts from “Nanook of the North” and the “Curse of the hedgehog”. The idea to present these two types of filming came from our last two summer sessions in Sibiu.

The idea was to receive a direct feedback from students what is an anthropological film for themselves and to what extent these two examples fits or not to their expectations. Because of the time limitations we had no time enough to make a big discussion on that large topic, but in general two lines of possible development of Visual anthropology in our department were traced. First one – using films in seminars as ethnographic descriptions and research a presentation of exotic people and society and the other one - making films.

For hat purpose we propose to the students in ethnology and sociology from our faculty, as far as we have preliminary conversations with faculty members to make more regular extra-curricular and interdisciplinary seminar in Visual anthropology and sociology. As for the films, we have an agreement with the Visual center at the university to work together with them and they will provide their technical support and expert work in filmmaking.

And because we have received the CD’s from the last summer session in the same day, when the seminar took place, we couldn’t present Almira’s and Andrej’s product but promise to students to have more seminars.

