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· Location: the Institute of Political Research, Bucharest University
· Participants: six senior students in the Political Science Department, University of Bucharest (attending the course of Property Regime in Central and Eastern Europe and part of the research team of the project The Jewish Community of Bucharest - The Restitution of Nationalized Properties)
· Discussion topic: how to write a thesis (qualitative research and data analysis)

The theme for this particular meeting with the students came as a necessity after several discussions which proved that methodological tools are yet to be completely mastered by our undergraduates. My presentation was accompanied by some written materials for the participants to take home, stressing out the most important points which were under discussion that day (the theoretical principles behind qualitative research and more pragmatic questions about conducting fieldwork).


The first thing pointed out was the fact that the choice of a subject for the thesis is of high importance and, therefore, should be the result of a questioning in a particular field of interest, supported by serious readings. 

Secondly, I pointed out a few basic principles of this kind of work, like the structure of high-quality plan, the general question of the thesis, the basic idea put under question, the methodology adopted in the work, etc. We talked about bibliography and the importance of the diversity of sources, as well as their academic provenience (i.e. the Anglo-Saxon system or the French one). 


An important thing emphasized during our discussion was the diversity of analytical strategies that can be applied to both qualitative and quantitative research.  The thesis, as their final work for the 4-year courses, is an academic exercise whose basic purpose is to get students to master the literature on a certain subject and to apply different techniques of data analysis (for example qualitative techniques such as discourse analysis and narrative analysis).  Having observed the extraordinary breath of qualitative inquiry, we moved on to consider the more pragmatic issues of research design, data collection and analysis (entering the field, the transcription and the analysis of narrative-biographical interviews, etc.)
