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Student workshop on designing a thesis, second semester, academic year 2004-2005
The workshop I organized with the students that are graduating this year from the Journalism Department had as focus the design of a thesis from the conceptual and methodological point of view. Most of the students participated in this event as they are directly interested and many running out of time. 

The topic had been approached before by the Dean of the Faculty of Jounalism in Bucharest, Prof. Mihai Coman that visited Constanta and met the first generation to graduate from the Journalism Department in Constanta, at the same time, it became apparent that the lack of proper Social Sciences Methodology classes during the schooling made it difficult for the students to be able to design and carry their own compulsory empirical research. We also realized from the discussions with the above-mentioned professor that this type of research ought to be done in order for the thesis to be considered valid. 
During this workshop I had discussions with each of the students and tried to realize the specific problems they meet, besides becoming familiar with their topics. They shared their worries and I tried to encourage at the same time to make them aware that they are running out of time and that they should hurry. 
This was also a good moment for the students to become aware of the progress of their peers as well as to ask for additional help in terms of bibliography or sources. They generally work closely with their thesis supervisors, at the time I came to realize that the peer pressure can function very well as a motivational but also informational engine. 

This meeting was just a preliminary effort, it was also the moment I realized that the ReSET visiting lecture that was about to take place should be targeted on the last year students having as focus the methodological aspects in a thesis. I shared these ideas with Ioana Bunescu, a Sociologist and asked her if she could deliver a lecture on this topic. She happily agreed and afterwards visited Constanta and met the last year students. 
Second Semester Faculty Workshop on the Bologna Process of Integration, academic year 2004-2005

The Faculty of Letters teaching representatives have met several times this year on the subject of the major changes that the university system is to face starting next year in the light of the alignment to the Bologna process. These have taken the shape of formal meetings (sedinte). At the same time, this specific workshop was a gathering of the full-time employees of the Journalism Department only, and did not have a formal shape as there are only four of us. One of the major aspects to be discussed and that I found especially useful to forge was the identity of the Journalism Department within the Faculty of Letters. 

This is an important issue, provided the CNEAA (The National Evaluation and Accreditation Committee) requirements as well as the specificity of the Department which is to resemble more and more the Social Sciences profile according to the national standards. The faculty of the Journalism Department approached the issue of the curriculum as well as of the disciplines that are fundamental in the light of the Bologna alignment. We came to realize that the umbrella of the Faculty of Letters does not entirely fit the specificity of the Journalism Department, at the same time there are still some disciplines that can be covered by our colleagues in the Letters field. 

We also came to know each other better as well as our specific field of interest and research. Together, we analyzed the means of reaching a common view and perspective of the future of our Department and of our specific roles in developing and shaping it. 

