American University – Central Asia

Cultural Anthropology and Archaeology program

Spring 2005

CAA 221: ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDIES OF CENTRAL ASIA

Required course 

3 credit-hours 

Instructor: Aida Alymbaeva

Email: aaly@mail.auca.kg 

Course description and purposes

The five Central Asian countries of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan are usually considered as a unit. They are sharing geography, many cultural traits, and have many connections in history and common Soviet past. But they are different, having their own development, policies, and economics. 

The whole diversity of the region is very vast for study in the framework of one semester.  For this reason the course will consider contemporary peoples of Central Asia which are the title for the five Central Asian republics: Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Tajik, Turkmen, and Uzbek. The topics we will study are: ecology and economy; languages; historical review; family and kinship systems; traditions; and religion of mentioned peoples. 

The main method of the course is a critical comparison of western, soviet and past-soviet materials about Central Asia. 

The purpose of this comparison and the course is to learn the diversity of ethnographic approaches; to learn to select ethnographic data from primary and secondary sources; and to stimulate students in their own small researches about considered peoples.

Course requirements:

The course will mix lectures and discussions based on assigned readings.  Each of students is welcome to discussions based on readings and presentation work. 

There will be five pop quizzes during the semester at any time of the class. These quizzes will be short reviews of readings with attempts to compare and criticize them. The purpose of pop quizzes is to see students’ comprehension of readings. 

Midterm written exam will include material assigned until the middle of the semester. The exam will consist of questions based on readings and one essay.

In the first week each student will choose one of five studied people for writing a research paper during the course.  It is expected that within a considering topic each of students will write five small papers (each per 2-3 pages double spaced). AUCA is the international university and it has students from five Central Asian republics. For example, one student will choose Kazakh people. He/she will interview 2-3 AUCA people from Kazakhstan to know their modern kinship or traditions details. 

The final paper should logically unite all these small papers with some conclusions. 

The base for papers’ evaluation is logicality, structure, research afford and validity. The language of papers is English.

Totally, students will complete the follow activities:

· Five pop quizzes 

· Midterm 

· Five small papers by 2-3 double spaced pages

· Final paper (10-15 double spaced pages) and presentation (10 minutes)

Grading:

Participation and presentations



20%

Pop quizzes 





15% (3% each)

Midterm Exam 



 

20% 

Five small papers by 2-3 double spaced pages

15% (3% each)

Final paper (10-15 double spaced pages) 


30% (paper will be 20%, presentation – 10%)

Total 






100%

Grading scale:

A
93-100% 

C
73-76%

A-
90-92 


C-
70-72%

B+
87-89% 


D+
67-69%

B
83-86% 


D
63-66%

B-
80-82% 


D-
60-62%

C+
77-79% 


F
0-59%


Academic rules:

The most serious academic violation is plagiarism. Plagiarism means a theft of someone’s ideas, presenting them as if they were your own, without any reference. In cases of plagiarism, student automatically gets «Fail» for the entire course.

Engaged participation is welcomed in discussions, in writing. Respect of other student’s ideas is a principle. Meeting deadlines is strict. Deadline for papers is the mentioned day before a class. Late works are not accepted.

«Х» is not a grade and is give until April 30, for 3 absences without a convincing excuse. Systematic failure to perform the tasks will result in getting an unsatisfactory grade, but not an “X”. 

Texts:

· Roy, O. The New Central Asia. The Creation of Nations. I.B.Taurus Publ., 1997.

· Central Asia. 130 Years of Russian Dominance, a Historical Overview. Third Edition. Ed. by Edward Allworth. Duke Un-ty Press, 1994

· Krader, L. Peoples of Central Asia. Bloomington, 1963

· Tokhtakhodjaeva, M. Between the Slogans of Communism and the Laws of Islam. Pakistan, 1995

· Polyakov, S. Everyday Islam. Religion and Tradition in Rural Central Asia. New York, 1992

· Central Asia in Historical Perspective. Ed. by Beatrice F. Manz. Westview Press, 1994

· Eichelman, D.F. The Middle East and Central Asia. An Anthropological Approach. Fourth Edition. Prentice Hall, 2002.

· Schuyler, E. Turkistan: Notes of a Journey in Russian Turkistan, Khokand, Bukhara, and Kuldja. Vol.I. New York, 1876.

· Bokhara: Its Amir and its People. By the Baron Clement A. De Bode. London.

· The World Book Encyclopedia

· Этнография. Ред. Ю.В.Бромлей, Г.Е.Марков. – М., 1982

· История Средней Азии: Сборник исторических произведений. – М., 2003

· Сочинения Чокана Чингисовича Валиханова. Под ред. Н.И. Веселовского. – С.-П., 1904

· В сердце Азии: Памир – Тибет – Восточный Туркестан. Путешествие Свена Гедина в 1893-1897 годах. – Том 1. – С.-П., 1899.

· Большая советская энциклопедия.

· Народы и религии мира. Энциклопедия. – М., 1998.
· Additional materials will be given for appropriate topics.

COURSE CONTENT 

Week 1

Intro to the course. 

Week 2

Notion of Central Asia, differences in definitions. Five Central Asian countries. Main info. 

Readings: 
· Eichelman, D.F. The Middle East and Central Asia. An Anthropological Approach. Fourth Edition. Prentice Hall, 2002. – pp. 1-28.

· Central Asia in Historical Perspective. Ed. by Beatrice F. Manz. Westview Press, 1994. – pp. 4-21.

· Этнография. Ред. Ю.В.Бромлей, Г.Е.Марков. – М., 1982. – pp. 13-21.
Week 3-4

Formation of Peoples.

Assignment due date of February 5: Paper (2-3 double spaced pages) comparing giving materials on what are the main points emphasized in western and soviet works, are they similar? 

Readings:

· Krader, L. Peoples of Central Asia. Bloomington, 1963. – pp. 50-69.

· Этнография. Ред. Ю.В.Бромлей, Г.Е.Марков. – М., 1982. – pp. 271-276.

· Народы и религии мира. Энциклопедия. – М., 1998.
· Большая советская энциклопедия.

Week 5-6

Historical Review. 

Assignment due date of February 19: Based on giving materials students should write small paper (2-3 double spaced pages) to picture one of the studied peoples image, how they were considered by past observers. 

Readings: 

· Krader, L. Peoples of Central Asia. Bloomington, 1963. – pp. 71-113.

· Большая советская энциклопедия.
· Андреев А.Р. Обзор географических и исторических сведений о Средней Азии; Древние авторы о Средней Азии (VI в.до н.э. – III в.н.э.); Общее географическое положение Хивы и прилегающих к ней стран; А.Шиле. Хива и хивинцы. – В книге: История Средней Азии: Сборник исторических произведений.  – М., 2003. – СС. 9-83.

· Кокандское ханство по новейшим известиям. – Там же. СС.419-461.
· Сочинения Чокана Чингисовича Валиханова. Под ред. Н.И. Веселовского. – С.-П., 1904. – pp. 8-36, 274-285, 321-326.

· В сердце Азии: Памир – Тибет – Восточный Туркестан. Путешествие Свена Гедина в 1893-1897 годах. – Том 1. – С.-П., 1899. – pp. 37-39, 311-317.

· Schuyler, E. Turkistan: Notes of a Journey in Russian Turkistan, Khokand, Bukhara, and Kuldja. Vol.I. New York, 1876. – pp. 28-43, 119-155.

· Bokhara: Its Amir and its People. By the Baron Clement A. De Bode. London. – pp. iv-viii, 67-95.

Week 7-8

Central Asia in Soviet time.

Readings: 

· Roy, O. The New Central Asia. The Creation of Nations. I.B.Taurus Publ., 1997. – pp. vii-xvii, 50-84.

March 5:

Midterm Exam 

Week 9

Spring break

Week 10

Languages.

Readings: 

· Krader, L. Peoples of Central Asia. Bloomington, 1963. – pp. 33-50.

· Central Asia. 130 Years of Russian Dominance, a Historical Overview. Third Edition. Ed. by Edward Allworth. Duke Un-ty Press, 1994. – pp. 60-91.

Week 11-12

Ecology and Economy. Pastoral Nomadism, Agriculture and Trading. 

Assignment due date of April 2: First small research paper (2-3 double spaced pages) illustrating the main adaptive strategies and economic systems, and language traits of chosen people.

Readings: 

· Krader, L. Peoples of Central Asia. Bloomington, 1963. – pp. 1-31.

· Этнография. Ред. Ю.В.Бромлей, Г.Е.Марков. – М., 1982. – pp. 276-281.

Week 13-14

Family, Kinship and Society. Traditions. 

Assignment due date of April 16: Small research paper (2-3 double spaced pages). 

Readings: 

· Krader, L. Peoples of Central Asia. Bloomington, 1963. – pp. 141-168.

· Polyakov, S. Everyday Islam. Religion and Tradition in Rural Central Asia. New York, 1992. – pp. 53-92.

· Tokhtakhodjaeva, M. Between the Slogans of Communism and the Laws of Islam. Pakistan, 1995. – pp. 67-102.

Week 15-16

Religion.

Assignment due date of April 30: Small research paper (2-3 double spaced pages). 

Readings: 

· Krader, L. Peoples of Central Asia. Bloomington, 1963. – pp. 118-134.

· Polyakov, S. Everyday Islam. Religion and Tradition in Rural Central Asia. New York, 1992. – pp. 97-112.

Week 17

Research papers presentations. Deadline is May 11.
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