ReSET Teaching Anthropology: Means and Meanings

Report on the 2004 Summer Session
Third summer session was constructive for my development as a scholar because it helped me in obtaining of knowledge and to improve the quality of my teaching. I’m very impressed by the workshops of Matyas Szabo about course design, work with the students in class, home assignments and student’s assessment. These workshops and individual consultation solved some of my problems in teaching seminars and enriched my experiences in that issue. 
Useful were also workshops about basic skills in web page design. 

The content of some of the discussions were fruitful from point of view of their contemporaneity, and making a link between theories and trends in reality. Others were useful because of their practical relation with problems in teaching, their solving.

By the presentations of the participant’s researches and their student’s teams this year it was visible that the idea is already clear. Most of participants presented results of research and process of work with the students, what was the main goal of these presentations. 

Determining the research question and aims of the research this year were clear and visible almost in every of the presentations. It was useful for us as young beginners in teaching that some of the senior scholars shared in some extend their experience and advices about teaching methodology. 

The summer session was helpful for my future work with students with the issues, mentioned above and concerning both classroom work and fieldwork, and also with the articles and internet resources about teaching anthropology, visual anthropology, etc. 
I found the choice of topic for discussion on ethical issues very important for our work as scholars, teachers, and tutors; although in many cases problems of ethical character on the field are delicate and difficult for finding the right solutions. 

I appreciate the part of the summer session dedicated to the visual anthropology. It was interesting and covered in more details this year (as readings and as practice). Unfortunately I wasn’t able to attend in Almira Ousmanova and Andrej Gornych`s workshops. I’m very thankful to them for the bibliography on Visual Studies and analyzing visual materials.

I warmly appreciate also the initiative for funding buying anthropological films, because the lack of good quality films in our department is a real problem of using visual materials in teaching. It is great to offer for analyzing to our students anthropological and documentary films. It will contribute to their reflexivity on the life from anthropological point of view, to train their look and to increase motivation and make the courses more attractive and flexible.

I was pleasantly surprised by the atmosphere of the school this year (it was better than the previous) and giving the opportunity and time for more informal discussions with other participants and resource persons. I approve the conformity of the program according missed and desired things from the previous years and their including and emphasizing this year.
My expectations regarding the 2005-2006 intersession activities are to discuss with our team the feedback on research received from our presentation at summer session and by discussions with one of our resource persons; continuing with regular meetings with the team for concluding analyzing of materials and results from the fieldwork during the year; discussing the directions for continuing and finalizing the research and preparing the final report and public presentation for March-April session; organizing one workshop; organizing semi-public presentation at our department, etc. 
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