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The 2005 summer session was in many ways a fruitful experience. On a professional level, it was another chance to gain new interesting information that will improve my teaching abilities and to receive useful commentaries to my proposed research. On a personal level, it was a chance to see familiar faces after one year of sporadic virtual meetings.  

The research-in-progress presentations confronted us, again, equally as audience and presenter, with the main challenge of this program, namely, that of finding a balance between good research and a useful ethnographic exercise for our students. Although we couldn’t see this in some of the presentations, I am convinced that, in a way or another, each of the participants managed to find such a balance and each benefited from and engaged his/her students in positive experiences. That is why now I prefer to name challenge what so far I had considered a problem. Now I think this program increased our responsibility towards the students. As we hope, some of these researches will generate publishable material. Thanks to Don Kalb’s extremely useful and interesting advice, their number can increase! 
I appreciated very much the workshops we had in Sibiu. I found answers for some of my very specific questions and I learnt a lot from hearing my colleagues’ questions and the resource persons’ answers regarding the usage of visual material in teaching.  At Sibiu I also have the opportunities to receive other comments to my research plans, especially during the discussion on ethics.    

To this I would like to add few words about the atmosphere: as this program started in 2003, the 2005 summer sessions meant meeting old colleagues. Our informal discussions were not only about teaching strategies and problems, but also about personal life (we drank for marriages, babies and new houses!).  Thus, I am looking forward to participate to the concluding session, convinced that will be as fruitful as this one, both on professional and personal level.
