A REPORT ON SS (there is no link with SS organ of Nazi regime, except the military-like schedule in the first few days of the September Session)
Do not cite or quote without the author’s permission

I have gaps in my memory and ghosts in my mind that make me not recall the meaning of writing one-page report on 2003 September Session. What should I write about and what for? I’d rather make no reference to the ‘formal’ framework of SS (the level of coherence, the level of organization, the structure and content of lectures and workshops, so on). I really think that participants – including myself – have provided more than enough reactions and abreactions…I would write about stakes and meanings put into and invested by the participants during our staying in Cluj Napoca; in my opinion, the SS can be an interesting anthropological fieldwork…As long as I don’t have enough information it would be impolite to do such a thing, but from a public from a Trobriand island. What else? What remains?

While one walks through a forest – someone said – he walks firstly through the word ‘forest’. Regarding the SS, I do not have a ‘word’ for it, but representations. Just a few examples, first ones that are coming into my mind:

Some clues given by I. Horvath and M. Stewart helped me in reconstructing the syllabus for my course on “Informal economy and social networks”. Due to M.Lazar’s lecture on “urbanization”, I have a better image of Cluj Napoca. Due to D.Kalb I reconsidered the meaning of the word “discovery”…I imagine you remember that moment when D. Kalb asked us to share a discovery we made in our research activity and the answers that followed. (If not, let me recall you in a sentence: “I cannot say it was a discovery. Go away Satan!”). Still, discussing with Maciek, I have strengthened my conviction that “As long as life is ascending, happiness is the same as instinct” (F. Nietzsche) I wouldn’t say the same about C.Hann’ foreseeing that I will sooner give up working on property relations….
I can continue but I’d better think of how to carry out our research – I and Gyula – on urban markets…

