RAZVAN STAN

Report on 2003 September Session


As a participant to “Teaching Anthropology: Means and Meanings” programme I consider that the 2003 September Session provided a very formative training regarding both research and teaching anthropology. The richness of constructive professional experience can be briefly described at several levels. 

First, I had the chance to take part at lectures and workshops led by renowned anthropologists, members of both core and local faculty. Relevant topics and ideas regarding the developing and institutionalization of a regional anthropology and its theoretical and practical relevance were addressed.  Focusing on cultural contexts and on locally situated actors, the anthropological research can offer a valuable replica to dominant processes and grand narratives as globalization and marketization, and can provide a thoroughly diagnosis of current social problems. The particularities and institutional difficulties regarding teaching anthropology were also addressed in several workshops. 

Second, this September session provided the opportunity to meet other young scholars who have anthropological research and teaching interests in the region. This environment was very stimulative for idea exchange and for planning future joint research activities. At present I am working together with other two participants at a common project regarding the process on de-industrialization and its social consequences.

Third, I benefited from the resources directly offered by the organizers. These included the access to the documentation center and the technical training in visual methods and data analysis.

This first session addressed a large variety of topics and questions and it was a good start for the exposed reasons.  However my suggestion is to have more focused sessions in the following years. One or few topics, chosen according to common research and teaching interests, could be thoroughly explored during each session.  

Finally I can say that the participation in 2003 September Session provided me a good chance to improve my teaching and research skills, and to better integrate in an international network of researchers

