HESP Regional Seminars for Excellence in Teaching

Teaching Anthropology: Means and Meanings 

2005-2006 Academic Year 

Author: Remus Anghel 

Title: Milano Centrale. Illegal status, labour markets and transnational practices of Romanian migrants in Milano.

Name of the journal: Romanian Sociology
Year: 2005

Volume: III               Issue: 2 - Summer








Publication: Polirom


Place of publication: Iasi


Number of pages: 20 pp. 

Language: Romanian

REVIEW
Student: Lucian Luca

Department:
European Studies




Faculty: European Studies 

University: Babes-Bolyai, Cluj

Year of study: 4

Advisor: Serban Vaetisi                   

Given the current global context, the freedom of movement has been one of the main gains for residents of the former Soviet bloc. In spite of the legal limitations and different political measures aimed at discouraging migration, a large number of Romanians have chosen to leave the country to search for different opportunities in the European Union. The majority of these people are looking for a place to work and earn money.  The migration patterns vary from one place of destination to another as well as on the place of departure.  

 
Marius Anghel’s article deals mainly with the Romanian migrants from Borsa (situated in the Maramures region, close to the Ukrainian border) that currently live in Milano and at its outskirts. The author is interested in studying not only the causes which lead to the Romanians’ departure from their communities or the way in which they are incorporated and integrated into the Italian (Milanese) society but also the transnational practices of the migrants that evolve in the meantime. Thus the main focus of his research represents the analysis of transnationalism in the context of the Romanians’ migration to Italy and the adjacent concepts of transnational space, transnational communities and transmigrants. After briefly describing each of these concepts and the framework in which they are applied, the author sets out to explore the way these communities actually work and are structured.

The town of Borsa represents one of the most accurate examples of a failed industrialization plan created during the communist era and which subsequently became a major source of transmigrants towards Italy and other Western European countries. The post-socialist dynamics have transformed the town into one of elder people, almost all of the young ones being gone “outside”, scattered around Europe. One of the main places of destination, for them, is Milano. And the first contact they have with the city is usually Milano Centrale – the main railroad station. The author manages to give a vivid description of this social hub: “People gather around, talk, exchange «hints» with the «nice guys», go for a beer at the near-by stand, eat seeds. In front of the station, motley people from all parts of Romania meet and mingle with the other immigrants from around the world.” Or, as one of the Romanian transmigrant puts it “In the Centrale train station you have all the tendencies, all the propensities. It all depends on what you want to do in Italy. You want to deal women, you want to steal, you want to be involved with transsexuals, you want to work...all these [opportunities] come from Centrale.” 
The patterns of integration and incorporation as well as the way in which the success of these measures affect the behavior of transmigrants are discussed by Anghel and accounted for. A very interesting phenomenon that the author singles out is that of “amnesia”, a process identified earlier by Cartsen (1995) at the migrants from Langkawi, in South-East Asia. In the current context it refers to the selection of friendships and social links according to their utility and their discarding or disregarding as soon as they are no longer helpful or profitable.
Having dealt with the two communities – the departure place, Borsa and the destination, Milano – the author undertakes the task of mapping the relations between them. And this is where he applies the concept of transnational practices and examines the way it works out. As one of the most conclusive examples of such practices, the author discusses the return home of the “Italians” (the local designation of the transmigrants) and their spending large amounts of money on social events (mainly parties) aimed at increasing their status at home, and, even more intriguing, in Italy, with the Romanian community in Milano.       
The data that the author uses was collected during a field work he has done between October and December 2004. Still, author does not elaborate more upon the methods he has used in gathering the information but we are left to understand that the main one was participant observation. Taking into account the importance of the design of the research and the “tools” used for carrying it through, I believe that extra details about these aspects could have shed more light upon the matter and would have represented important clarification for the other researchers and anthropologists that wish to study similar matters. 

Nevertheless, while most researchers tackle either the issue of the departure communities or that of the receiving/destination society, or both, Anghel’s approach is highly relevant in the study of transnational migration as it brings into focus the links and practices that evolve between these two loci.        
