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"Explorari in comunismul romanesc" (“Exploring Romanian Communism”) - the first of a four-volume series of essays and studies regarding Romanian communist regime - reviwes and displays cultural and political productions contaminated by propaganda during communism and their psychological impact on young consciousness. These texts (comics, speeches, film scenarios, text books, poetry, novels, new folklore, plays, historical documentaries etc.) are seen as ideological products that were meant to make the regime more digestible. 

So far, this sort of productions were avoided by the former studies on communism, although they held great importance in promoting the official ideology. They are also of great relevance from the point of view of history and cultural anthropology, as the authors say. Through them, we could find out whom we were, how we adapted and affirmed ourselves publicly inside the totalitarian system; we could understand the sort of mentality that allowed communism to be easily adopted and the ideas that supported and perpetuated it for more than forty years. This exclusion also reflects the contemporary tendency of distorting recent history by errasing the traces and hiding the undesired texts belonging to important persons still present in the public sphere.

In the authors’ opinion, the purpose of the book is "to recover, from the voices of a past about to be forgotten, the image of a communist man that can't be dissociated by the political, cultural and social practices of the popular democracy or socialist regime". These ideological productions, although of little aesthetical value, are the means by which New Man's mental structure can be identified. "These studies can be described as a set of documentary movies in which the voices of the past are commented upon by another voice, the one of the author's himself".

Chronologically, the texts were chosen to cover equal periods of time from the two eras of Romanian communism: popular democracy and Ceausescu's regime. Therefore, chapters one and two cover the first two decades while the chapters three and four deal with the next period. The flexibility of the construction and its methodological ecclecticism is due to the attempt of "dressing" the voices of the past in narrative clothes. "The volume represents an unfaithful treaty of communist cosmology for the use of today's reader". Nevertheless, “the methodological ecclecticism answers the postmodern reflex of epistemological tolerance”. The title itself seems to reflect the modular, unsystematic structure of the book.

The diversity of the texts was imposed by the specificity of the production and finality of the project. As it is stated from the title, the project was not meant to be exhaustive, but to create a comprehensive perspective on that particular period of time. The book was intended to open paths for future research, therefore it is situated "between history of ideas, literary history, mentality history and study of imaginary". Some of the studies were already published in "In cautarea comunismului pierdut" (“In Search of the Lost Communism”) (Ed. Paralela 45, 2001). For the book in discussion they renamed and partially rewritten some of the texts.

Due to their age, the authors claim the privilege of being at the same time inside and outside the totalitarian system. They are aware that “communism was taught at an early age” and they use their own experience in presenting some of the facts. But that will be the theme of the last volume. As the change of regime caught them before they reached maturity and entered the public sphere, they lack the complicity with the system and the need of covering unwanted aspects of their lives. The originality of their approach resides in the combination of perspectives from which they build their discourse: literature and politics (their academic formation), the study of image, lack of constraints and taboos, the opening to all sort of interpretations; all these give the book a certain fluency and makes it accessible to readers without a specific formation.

