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This volume was published in a collection dedicated to the recent history of Transylvania. It is a book about the martyrs of the Ceausescu era, those who were harassed, tortured or killed. It represents the tragedy of those victims and their families, where they lived, suffered and died. The number of victims it is not to neglect, as the Damocles’ sword was hanging above their heads. So this book is a breath-taking document of the suffering caused by the repressive regime of the Romanian communism.

 
One of the authors, Gazda Jozsef, is a professor in the Covasna county, which is situated in S-E Transilvania, having a prevalent Hungarian population. At the same time, in the framework of the Hungarian research, he is one of the pioneers of doing oral history. He made several hundred recordings in many villages on the formerly lifestyle, and on the mentality of these communities. He also published a volume containing the collected testimonies of the Hungarians who participated in the Romanian revolution in 1989. The historian and journalist Tofalvi Zoltan from Targu Mures became well-known in Transylvania because of his sharp reports, characterized by his wish to gain insight into the events and by his attempt to present the socio-historical connections. 

While both authors try to present the facts in an authentic manner, they are aware that a complete scientific research is not possible yet, due to certain political reasons. The volume contains 11 cases, so it is not a comprehensive research of the issue. The book addresses both specialists and general public. This allegation is sustained by the fact that 560 persons contributed materially or spiritually to the publication of the volume.

Through the interviews made in 1993 and 1994 the researchers reveal the victims’ destinies as they were told by the family members, by the colleagues, by the fellow prisoners, and by the medical staff who took care of them. At the same time, the authors have pursued a critical approach of the narrations, by confronting the testimonies, and recording the doctors presentations, who sustained or disapproved some allegations of the victims about the abuse they suffered. Besides the interviews, the researchers have made use of personal diaries and letters as well.

The main chronological axis of the volume is constituted by the period of the Ceausescu’s dictatorship. The characters of the narrations came from different socio-professional backgrounds; therefore the volume represents professors, priests, actors and workers’ voices and life stories. The authors have tried to balance even the confessional affiliation. Gazda Jozsef and Tofalvi Zoltan have rarely intervened in the narrations, allowing the story to unfold naturally. Thus the life stories of the victims, from their birth to the end have been outlined. The characters are not idealized; they are not represented as heroes, but as common people, with all their personal flaws and strengths.

COMMENTS:   

I would like to stress that this book might be considered as an important contribution to the study of communism in Romania due to its content and special approach. 

In my view, this is an impressive and powerful book since I was often shaken by the tragic stories of the events described. The reasons of the victims’ reprisal might seem absurd nowadays, but they were fatal at that time. Some of the victims dared to criticize the oppressive communist regime, others refused to submit to the almighty party’s orders. I was especially impressed by the case of Pecsi Ferenc, whose 14 years old child was killed in order to punish and torture his father. However, reading such confessions, it is difficult to establish an objective opinion. It seems that the victims’ relatives and friends present the events factually, without complaining. However one could feel the deep pain caused by the lost of their beloved ones. One can hardly put into words the emotional experience of reading this book. The atmosphere of the narratives is a highly tensioned one; you can almost feel from the very beginning the coming tragedy. Therefore, I can only hope that the book will be translated into other European languages as well.

