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This text offers an overview of the agricultural collectivization in Romania. The hypotheses expressed by the authors are sustained by legal aspects which come to complete the earlier presented frame, legal aspects that are meant to be the epilogue of the book.

First and foremost, the authors tried to theoretically recompose the framework and the phenomena that characterized this complex historical process. In this way, they sustained the idea that the agricultural process was a complex and profound one and that it produced important social and political changes.

Collectivization is considered to be an essential component of the Romanian “communization” process. And this is the case because at the end of the Second World War, Romania was a predominantly an agricultural state, over 80% of its population living in rural area. Besides, in the conditions of  the preexistent traditionalism and of strong preserved national values, collectivization had a powerful effect at a socio-political level. 

The social dimension of those times cannot be described outside the collectivization context. In the first years after the Second World War, in order to minimize the appalling image of the Stalinist experience, the Romanian communists proposed a more moderate and populist approach of the peasant issue. However, this Stalinist model had a triple dimension, that was replicated in different degrees in all the Eastern and Central countries: terror, industrialization and collectivization – themes that steadily became part of the communist discourse and practices.

The historical analysis and the presentation of the legal aspects sketches the structure of this essay, essay that can be criticized for the easy approach of the social immediate and long term consequences. The present text includes a pertinent documentation but it does not include a thoroughly research on the social repercussions. By and large, the resumed book offers the premise and the background of a possible future sociological research on the social, human, cultural and political consequences of the collectivization phenomenon.

