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As a collection of texts, the volume coordinated by Ciprian Mihali represents the framework of the exciting reaction that the common voice of a sum of disciplines has in view of answering to the challenge expressed by Michel Foucault through his text entitled “The Other Spaces”. The challenge is to reflect upon the significance and upon the possibility of investigating Heterotopology with the further goal of disciplinary development. The different areas of Science that participate in drawing the limits of the earlier mentioned framework are Archeology, Geography, Literature, Anthropology and Philosophy, all these disciplines having the opportunity of facing and looking into a new object of study - the other spaces - to which they will respond, as the reading of the texts will show, with the proper intensive creativity needed in the creation of useful débouchés of inspiration for each of the scientific area mentioned before.

The volume opens with the text of Ciprian Mihali, “The Urban Space: Disseminated, Miniaturized, Polyvalent”, being the text that clearly describes the object to which, from different perspectives and with different finalities, the following texts will refer. The specific object is the urban space to which the particular disciplines will have particular stand points and the description of which highlights not only the tendency of modernity to constantly disseminate, rationalize and exploit the city space offering new hosting abilities, but the directly opposed tendency to break free from the power of urban planning which “ forces us, through its unique significance and interdictions, to be just like it.”

After this description, a deeper philosophical perspective in the text “Space-Presence-Place” of Ion Copoeru suggests an analysis of the phenomenological experience of space. This analysis has as premises the following acknowledgement: “It is impossible for us […] to look at a building without making an esthetical judgement”. Therefore, there is a certain experience of spatiality which requires a just and rigorous conceptual determination in view of differentiate between spatiality - as a Plato’s Chora, space - the result of evaluating the importance of the Locus, having as criteria creativity, tradition, action, usefulness, and place - considered the actual expression of the world of life. An historical perspective is able to offer specific highlights of tendencies to modify the way of thinking either each, or all the concepts that I have just mentioned.   

Free from a complex philosophical speech, Bogdan Ghiu’s text, “ Searching for the Lost Exterior (The Great Opening)”, offers a practical description of the social and anthropological mechanisms of human organization and also a brief, but illustrative analysis of the direction that technology gives to the contemporary way of life. He mainly notices “the invasion of work and its expansion as unique perspective of signifying the social and individual existence.” The invasion is carried out through a technology that hyper-extends the realm of possibility in the real world and this theory is proved the fact that “the car (mobile workplace), the office or the house (private workplace) becomes spaces of industry.” Consequently, the real public space turns into virtual, entertainment becomes labor, and leisure becomes work-time in a general trend of deserting the exterior that becomes only the traffic way of information. Simultaneously, with an equivalent intensity, a subversive need of finding spaces unexposed to technological work invasion is increasing, the ultimate symbol of its importance being Michel Foucault himself as an author.

Octavian Groza conducts an approach from the point of view of geographical transformation in his text “About Space and Measure”. He observes the urban development mechanism that changes geography into territory by means of organization and harmonization according to the theory of the fractars. Although its comprehension sounds difficult, it actually explains Romanian realities, such as the custom of unfinished projects, undesirable compromise through the widely spread saying “It’s good anyway!”, in an ingenious and accessible manner ,using the right amount of metaphors to do so.

Both the need to deserve the complex rigmarole of urban space of exterior power and the option to avoid a canonic speech of Architecture and Urbanism are obvious in Augustin Ioan’s text “Junk Space and Vague Space”. As the title suggests, the author operates a distinction between the two spaces. The first one is regarded as the final space of industrial entropy and of last resistance to urban invasion, while the latter is considered undetermined space, a Chora in Plato’s, Derrida’s or Augustin Ioan’s understanding, a space capable of integrating any further enhancement, ”any form of the being, indifferent to its characteristic.” The vague space, in the investigation of which the author went further than in the case of the junk space, meant, in Architecture, the debut of the idea of free plan, the idea of maintaining a permanent status of unfinished determination of use, therefore, the constant potential of speculative destination of both the interior space and the exterior aspect of the construction. 

 
The anthropological perspective of Simona Corlan’s text “The Space of Alterity” comes as a reconsideration of the stand point of the speeches on space in the manner of a Copernican revolution, stating that most of the times the space of alterity was the arbitrary creation of the needs of identity: “Black Africa that the European world discovers in the XIX-th century is the creation of travelers, missionaries, scientists and journalists” coming from Europe and having, therefore, a set of values and interests of European nature.

A specific relation with space is built by every text, but one of the most complex and certainly the widest investigated is the one referred to by Ciprian Mihali in his text “The Monument between Will of Power and Work of Art”. As the title predicts, the relation described is the one between the monument on the one side, and space, time and social and moral values on the other side. In this numerous relations, the monument has certain functions as commemoration, identification, and creation of future behavior habits, functions that require an amount of power that the monument must produce and practice in its relation with the receiver. There are esthetical functions as well, functions that are created with the view to liberating from time and space, to avoiding oblivion and the limited human nature, functions that give the monument qualities similar to those of a genuine work of art.

The constant approach of topology towards art becomes obvious in Mara Ratiu’s text  “Martin Heidegger: For a Topology of Art” in which the author emphasizes on Heidegger’s plan to create a suitable space for art. The fundamental indication of a new vision on space in Heideeger’s philosophy is found in “Sein und Zeit”: “the determination of the space must be made from the perspective of the Being and of the connection between Dasein and space”. The speech is meticulously conducted so as to follow the emergence of this thesis through the most important works of the German philosopher.       

The final text, “Maidanul as an alternative” of IoanaTudora, argues for a desertion of the urban environment in favor of higher consideration for nature’s spontaneous way of negotiating with the city the property over “the field that hasn’t been used yet, that still hasn’t been declared useful […] or, on the contrary, space that lost its use.” Maidanul (deserted space inside the city) represents an alternative to urbanism seriously taken into consideration by Architecture, scientific area that as the other disciplines mentioned earlier, “found new sources in this other spaces, becoming an Architecture on the point of being evacuated, constantly created and regenerated.” Spontaneous development and re-evaluation of the traditional landscape are means by which the rationally planned action of urban recycling them can be avoided, and nature can receive the opportunity to take part in the negotiation with the city for their use. Maidanul, as unique alternative and final structure of resistance to the urban mechanisms of expansion, must be liberated from the pressure of the city towards uniformity and overall control of geography, an objective that can be reached through official recognition, decoding and understanding of its importance by the urban space.

The texts described above qualify to offer the adequate measure of the impact that the studies of Heterotopology have produced on numerous scientific disciplines, as well as on actual social and political aspects of contemporary life. Moreover, they also can be seen from the perspective of the two opposed sides-described by Fr. Nietzsche, Apollo’s and Dyonisos’s influence- since in reality, but in these texts as well, there are Dynisos’s tendencies of liberating from rational way of thinking, Apollo’s planning and acting, but these tendencies of valuing the other spaces can only increase up to a certain extend which urban reaction can recover, even if resistance points will still exist.

