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Lecturer at the Ethnology and Folklore Department, Faculty of Letters, University of Bucharest, Lucia Tereza Ofrim begins through the inspired title to put at work some of the rich Romanian folklore material. By this, the author tries not only to recover the memory of folklore texts and productions but also to unravel its anthropological dimensions. What she does is to emphasize the cultural profile of a specific intimate feeling and/or state of mind (urâtul), an untranslatable term, but nevertheless close to ugliness but also boredom, disgust, fright, rejecting very strongly somebody’s presence (as opposed to desiring the loved one’s).

With a strongly built argumentation suggesting serious and committed field training, the author places her book at the crossroads of many disciplines ranging from several branches of cultural anthropology (cognitive anthropology, interpretative anthropology and symbolic anthropology) to cultural psychology, ethno-psychology, ethno-poetics and last but not least ethnology. 

The essential problematic of this inquiry, clearly formulated from the very beginning, plead for a more thorough approach and analysis of “emotions” – as an object of study – from a cultural point of view. This book is very enjoyable by both specialist readers and others interested in ethnology or anthropology. The author makes easily connections between ideas, sliding from one great name to another inside the anthropological discipline and not only. She mentions both Romanian and foreign “classics”, such as the ethnologists Dumitru Caracostea, Dumitru Pop, Ovidiu Barlea, Simion Florea Marian or the great figures of social and cultural anthropology: Clifford Geertz, E. Evans-Pritchard, Alfred Kroeber, as well as well known names from the field of Women’s Studies: Lila Abu-Lughod, Sherry Ortner and many others. 

The book constitutes a reconsideration of ethnological material from an innovative point of view (at least for the Romanian space) - anthropology of emotions – but also represents a strong defense of “classic” ethnology, deemed by many old-fashioned. 

I personally consider that it takes a lot of courage and honesty for a Romanian scholar to be able to bring something new to the discipline of anthropology without rejecting entirely the work of predecessors but on the contrary building upon it and re-valuing it as a strong and steady foundation for future studies and analyses.  

