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Between the 28th and the 30th of June, 2003 took place in Cluj a conference on Renegotiating Socio-Cultural Identities in the Post-Socialist Eastern Europe that brought together scholars and activists from Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Croatia and Hungary as well as Western participants (The Netherlands, Great Britain and United States). The common background of all this quite wide variety of participants was their interest in humanity studies, ranging from cultural anthropology, sociology and philosophy, to political sciences, history and psychology. 

Following this event, a volume was edited, gathering most of the presentations held during the conference and intending to “increase the impact of such voices on the academic and public life, and to raise the consciousness about the ways in which the gendered power regimes are defining unequally the chances of women and men of different ethnicity, age, sexual orientation and social position to participate as active subjects in the processes of negotiating their identities and positions”, as the coordinators put it in the Introduction of the volume.

As seen by the coordinators and demonstrated by the participants, “identities” are understood here as “process of (re)-negotiation”, consisting of “sets of institutionalized practices and personal experiences tied to processes of transformation”.

The book is structured in five chapters trying to organize the big diversity of the presented materials in certain logic, the one of the “markers of differences (ethnicity, gender, class) that are intertwined in the process of identification” (cords).

“The political economy of post-socialist transformations” is the first chapter that presents a few perspectives on identity and the factors involved in its shaping process. While some positions are concerned (from different positions and in different ways) with the gender issues and the ways in which this interfere with the political, some others present very interesting types/categories of “identities” that emerged in the area after the fall of communism, like the “victimized groups” identity and the so called “trendy identities”.

The second chapter, “The work of gender”, deals with dimensions of gender in several fields, from the practical ones, like the top management and the new-leadership or the ethnic conflicts, to those theoretical, as the gender-sensitive approach to development (both GAD and WID perspectives) or the analysis of the woman’s condition in the Romanian traditional society. This last topic raises a very interesting perspective, by showing that “the historical reality of the Romanian village speaks about a system based on a balance between sexes “.

Dealing with “Communities of belonging”, the third chapter presents few aspects of the post-socialist realities, pointing out how certain social phenomena and factors like “queuing up”, the “informal economy”, the technology or the global market influence the process of (re)-definition of identity. Along with the presentations, new “identities” come up to be “performed”: the revolutionary identity, for example, the working class identity or the ethnic one. 

“Sexed bodies” is a chapter mainly concerned with sexuality and body reality, underlying the connections and consequences of these concepts and the shaping of identity.

The final chapter is a theoretical one and gathers under the suggestive title of “Disciplinary Power” a few studies concerned with the official discourse, methodology and framework within the field of human studies (especially anthropology and history) in contemporary Eastern Europe (mostly in Romania). 

This book represents a modality of analyzing a certain reality in a specific context (post-socialist) and space (Eastern Europe) explored through the radiography of the process of identity negotiation, offering at the same time “a framework for a critical and difference-sensitive dialogue between East and West on socio-cultural identities in the context of social transformations in the contemporary Europe” (eds).

