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 One of the intrests of Marcin Lubaś, who is a scholar in Zakład Antropologii Społecznej Instytutu Socjologii UJ [Department of Social Anthropology in Institute of Sociology, Jagiellonian University], is postmodernist anthropology and philosophy of social studies. This article, concerning the place of ethics in ethnography, is based on postmodernist anthropology compared to classical conception of evaluation-free social sciences by Max Weber.

 The article is divided into 5 chapters, namely: Intoduction, Back to the morality, Politics of sincerity, Cultural pluralism and individualization and The ethics of recognition. In all of them, step by step, Lubaś compares two different attitudes towards anthropological research. He is concentrated on describing views of the representatives of postmodernist anthropology and modern anthropological conceptions of twentieth century about moral engagement of anthropology. 

In the Introduction, author explains the etymology and all meanings of the basic word used in the article, the Latin “persona”. He clearly explains this compound idea as containing many aspects of human social life and constitutes the meaning necessary for this context. Thanks to this settlement it is possible to realize how complicated it is to understand the role and attitude towards research of an anthropologist. Then, the author presents attempts of postmodernists to weaken the classical, social and cultural, anthropology of the twentieth century.

He also compares those two different models of leading local researches, various relations of the anthropologist – investigator with objects of his researches and touches the problem of the scientist’s possible engagement in local conflicts and political system while working. Author refers to the dependence of modern anthropology on colonialism, thanks to which this branch of science could have developed and lead intensive local explorations. He applies to the postmodernist opinion that anthropology has the stigma of colonial domination and it is still visible in theory of anthropology and mentality of researchers. On this base he explains the meaning of ethics and morality of scientists. While thinking about conditions and real meaning of social and humanistic sciences, Lubaś says that they saw that human is the creator and the critic of ethic attitudes.  

Author presents the problem with details, referring to many publications of anthropologists, which can become really complicating for a person not involved in this matter. But, to be honest, Lubaś’s text wasn’t written for laymen. For others, this well composed article precisely explains even detail differences in the ideas which he is comparing and relations between different philosophers and anthropologists supporting them. What is more, he clearly poses the questions and tries to give complete answers for all of them, supported with as many references as it is possible.

As a whole, The Place of ethics in ethnography can be a great introduction to postmodernist anthropology and it gives the really valuable comparison of the modernistic ways of thinking and leading the researches. 
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