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This first number of ORMA. Review of Historical-Religious Studies deals with the religious phenomenon in the Classical Antiquity (Ancient Religious Perspectives), being managed by Bogdan Neagota (lecturer at the Department of Classical Studies of the “Babeş-Bolyai” University) and Sorin Nemeti (lecturer at the Department of Ancient History and Archeology at the same university). The material of this tome is structured in three parts (Studies, Notes and Book reviews), and the next numbers of the review, which will be exclusively thematical, will contain also a section for studies on various themes (Varia).

After the introduction signed by Bogdan Neagota, the editor in chief, which presents the general intentions of this review and delimits the episthemical situs of the discipline in the Romanian scientific landscape and in relation with other border disciplines (cultural anthropology, ethnology and folklorical studies, history and archeology, sociology, philology, philosophy, theology etc.) and a Note on this first number, it is a large section of studies, on different religious themes, but all of them circumscribed by the same period, the Antiquity, as it follows: 

· the Homerical eschatology (Keres: the Morphosyntax of an Image of Death in Archaic Greece by Alexandru Dudău);

· the syncretism in Roman Dacia (‘Dii patrii’ of the Maures from Micia by Sorin Nemeti);

· the Roman theological vocabulary, id est numen and genius (On the meanings of the terme ‘genius’ in the works of the Latin Authors and On the meanings of the terme ‘numen’ in the works of the Latin Authors from the Republican Period by Carmen Fenechiu) and the political theology from the Augustan period (The IV-th Bucolic and the political-religious circumstances of its time by Mircea Duluş);

· a series of aspects related to the research of the Dacian religion: the ancient attestations of the goddess Zalmoxis in the Dacian pantheon (Dan Dana, The Goddess Zalmoxis? A strange Note at Souda), the religious iconography and its historical and religious capitalization from an adequate methodological point of view (Gelu Florea, Proto-Historical Iconography), the geto-dacic theme of the “sacred wood” (Paul Pupeză, Sacred Forests in Antiquity. The Geto-Dacian Case);

· the Judaic inter-testamentary literature (Corin Braga, The First Attempts of Return to the Forbidden Paradise) and the Judeo-Christian demonology (Bogdan Neagota, Judeo-Christian Daemonology. Hermeneutic Principles and Engendering Rules); 
· St. Augustin’s political theology (Alin Tat, De vera et falsa religione. Religion, Philosophy and Politics in ‘De civitate Dei’ of Saint Augustine) and his attitude confronted by the Manichaeism (Cristian Şoimuşan, Saint Augustin’s ‘De Haeresibus’ and the Confutation of the Manichaen doctrine); 

· web resources for the study of the ancient religions Cristina Varga, Electronic itinerary in the history of the ancient religions).

· three lecture notes on different aspects concening the interference between literary studies and the historic-religious studies in Roman area (Alexandru Dudău, About some aspects of the initiatic scenario from the VI-th Aeneid. Adrian Cotora, ‘Eneide’ and the zodiacal symbolism.Tamás Hajnalka, Greek and Latin thematizations of the Roman ethnogenesis myth. Historic-literary ad archeologic approaches).

The studies and the lecture notes are written by authors with different formations (classical and modern philology, history and archeology, philosophy, informatics etc.), uses various documentary basis (literary, philosophical and religious texts, archeological dates, epigraphic documents, the historical and religious database in the electronically on-line variant) from diverse methodological perspectives (the historical and philological hermeneutics of the texts, lexicology, historical-religious comparison, the historical-religious interpretation of the archeological and epigraphic facts and so on).

In this tome of ORMA, the editors hadn’t any intention to unify the volume thematically or methodologically, but they rather tried to circumscribe the epistemic situs of the history of religion in its problematical and hermeneutical variety, following the exigency of a convergence of methods. 

