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Building socialism in Ceausescu’s Romania. Politics as performance, part of the volume Multiple meetings. Western anthropologists in Eastern Europe
 is actually a chapter from Gail Kligman’s 
 book Politics of duplicity. Controlling reproduction in Ceausescu’s Romania
. The book itself is one of the best analysis of the communist system in Romania focused on the ways in which the relations between woman and state was configured and functioned under the former regime. As the books treating about this topic (e.g. ex-socialist regime in Romania) already learnt us, the previous mentioned relation is approached on two levels: the official one (meaning the general accepted behavior, imposed and controlled by the state) and the private one (being this family, neighbors, friends etc.). As a result and as the title of the book suggests, what was out of this two-folded way of life was kind of “dissimulated human” more than a “new human” as the official politics meant it.

The above article shows in a short and clear way how the women’ body was transformed in a political tool designed to contribute, by controlling the reproduction, to the building process of an official reality. And this is just one of the many examples of the way in which The State invaded every corner of the people’s privacy, stealing from them the security of the intimacy and surrendering them to the only legitimate instance: the official one. The principle is simple: the basic institution of society – the family – is roughly exposed in public and controlled by the state through the power the latter one invested itself to control the very intimate and personal function of reproduction. Giving birth becomes a state matter directly supervised and regulated by this one. Being a mother has sense only if you are a mother for many children, as many as possible, a “hero-mother” (and here we have an important myth of the communist regime). The children are “the future of the country” the mother is the “creator” (actually more the “producer” as the birth is more a patriotic duty than a choice), the State is the “father”, the one “to take care” about this “national treasure” and in the end, the hole nation is nothing but a huge, united and happy family. This plan was imposed by force (the law and its penalties) and sustained by official ideology (from discourses to songs, social policies etc.). Kligman analyzes also the official discourse, the so called ”wooden language” promoting the gender equality, the paternalistic care of the state, the transgression of the tiny, bourgeois limits of the “own space and family” in the name of progress and welfare. Faced with such a strong offensive, the society built an alternative way of life, allowing them to deal with the official tasks and with their own, human needs also. This attitude, as Kligman proves and says also in her book, can be understood and as a mechanism of resisting against the system and also as a way of reproducing it.

The presented article and the entire book is a very important contribution for understanding the “lived communism”, an anthropological perspective that enlighten what really happened behind the official theories and study cases on communism. The study is also important because of its feminist perspective, clearly stated through this book and not only
. Coming from and to an area where this particular approach doesn’t have a very good “quote” such a study, conducted by such a name, is a more than welcomed (hopefully) way of legitimizing a misrepresented way of discourse, the feminist one. 

� Eniko Magyari – Vincze, Colin Quigley and Gabriel Troc (eds.), Multiple meetings. Western anthropologists in Eastern Romania, 2000, EFES, Cluj-Napoca


� Gail Kligman is a professor at the Sociology Department, University of California, Los Angeles. She has a PhD in Sociology and has been teaching anthropology in few famous universities from the United States. Is one of the few Western specialists knowing Romanian society before and after 1989, as she spent  several years in Romania doing field work and researches in 70’s an 80’s. Here she’s also known for her books Wedding of the dead (1997, Polirom, Iasi)  and Reproducing gender: politics, publics and everyday life after socialism (2003, Polirom, Iasi, in collaboration with Susan Gal). 


� Edited by California University Press, 1998; in Romania appeared in 2000, being edited by Humanitas Publishing House, Bucharest


� The feminist approach is a mark, more like a credo for Kligman, who proves the same gender sensitiveness in her book on Romanian rituals, where analyzes the rural life, with its traditions and social organization (Wedding of the dead, 1997, Polirom, Iasi)





