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John R. Postill reached Romania in a pretty unlikely way for an anthropologist. In fact coming to Romania was none of his intention, because it was his wife's job that brought him in this part of the world. This is the story that opens up his article in the Society of Cultural Anthropology's Year Book.


Just before getting to Romania, in May 1998, Postill was finishing off his seventeen months fieldwork in Borneo, Malaysia, for his Ph.D. thesis, which would had later been written in Bucharest.


He was to come to Romania in a rather difficult time of his life and with extremely little knowledge of the country or people, but with quite a bunch of stereotypes.


His experience here proves to be quite interesting for field anthropology. The text gives enough information and evaluation assertions on the time spent in Romania. Next to his past experiences, by the end of the text places future plans, not only regarding research themes, but also an investment plan for a library.


After presenting the story of his arrival to Romania, the author gives us a glimpse at his important fieldwork in Borneo. He chose as a subject “the uses of media among the Iban of Sarawak”.


Later on, Postill describes few things about what strike him in his first days: the scams that he heard of, but also the ones made to him. He tells a story about how western visitors may be scamed in the capital of Romania, being left with empty wallets. Furthermore, he confesses two of the occasions in which he himself had been scamed, one concerning a medical experience and the other of academic interest.


His test regards two problems, One of immediate interest concerning his scientific preoccupations and the other reffering to his anthropological formation, that makes him interested in observing the people and the community surrounding him.


He comes to tell some of his interests in media research, as well as the things he thinks are not right about romanian journalists. Then he talks a little about the anthropological community in Bucharest, as well as his teaching experiences with romanian students in journalism, and later in social anthropology.

maybe one of the most interesting parts about the text are the ones about encounting new people and the things he has to say about romanians, as he got to know them.


As he sees romanians “worry a lot about appearances” and also they are rather obsessed with conspiracy. He agrees with Ruth Benedict on romanians finding it “very difficult or impossible to admit their own powerlessness or bad management or failure'. But also that the anthropologist tend to be associated with “the study of bones and skulls of dead people”.


The article is finished with some of the future intentions for research, for Postill's staying in Romania hasn't been gone by the time he wrote the text. He seems to be interested in the Bucharest dogs, the 'popularity' of conspiracy theories, orality and literacy in universities, some issues concerning gender positions.

COMMENTS:


As an anthropologist is on a certain fieldwork he or she uses a variety of writings: jottings, logs, diaries and field notes. All of these, next to some other recording devices are part of the field materials, that later on are to be put in order so that finally the anthropologist can give a scientific meaning of what he or she experienced in the research-field.


The author of this article is writing about a place that does not constitute research interest, but it can do so in the future. This article is only a good example of shared experience, but also a possible way of creating a good debate on the work of anthropologists and also possibility for the author to put in order his ideas and maybe to launch hypothesis later to be investigated.


The author of the article summariesed above gives a non-academic, but still informative and here and there rather funny insight on how it really is to find yourself, by accident in a country you know almost nothing about and furthermore not just being a stranger, but more than that, an anthropologist. 

