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The changes of regime in the East-Central European socialist countries and the transitional period that has followed, are still very popular topics among social scientist studies. One of the most interesting aspects of these events represents the problem of the elite, the triumphants of the changes, yet a very complex stratum and a controversial element of the literature. This segment of the transition represents the central theme of this issue of the periodical Web, subtitled Elite, regime changers and winners, edited by the Max Weber Sociological College, Cluj. The central element in the presentation of different types of elite, a category hard to define, seems to be the theory of capital (Bourdieu), which allows us not only to explain the shaping up of these categories, but at the same time to understand the way they have transformed under the pressure of the new days.


In his study The Transformation of Rural Elite in Transylvania, Dénes Kiss deals with a special segment of what we could call elite, the problem of local rural elite. The starting point is a survey on the Hungarian and Romanian literature considering researches done in the matter, giving a larger perspective to the main issue, the processes of elite change, keeping the positions and convert of different kind of capital. Using a theoretical elite model and empirical data (from case studies carried out on five Transylvanian villages) the author attempts to identify the most important elite-subgroups, which seem to be: the entrepreneurial, cultural and agrarian elite. Beyond this sketch the central question to be answered remains, whether there is (if yes in what degree) or not continuity between the socialist periods elite and those of today. Of course the study cannot be considered representative (as it wasn’t intended to be), but it gives an interesting picture about the changes this (these) social stratum(s) has gone under.


Another study, (Katalin Gál, Emese Ruszuly: “Our Affluent?”. The Profile of Romanian Economic Elite) deals with the economic elite starting from a quite peculiar source: the top of the 300 wealthiest Romanians, edited by an economical weekly newspaper. The approach still remains far from being journalistic, it focuses on the different ways of wealth-accumulation as well as with the validity of the theory of post communist managerialism concerning the Romanian economic elite. Mainly because the nature of the source (journalistic approach, methodological inconsistency, arbitrary or different obstacles in selecting its subjects), we cannot expect to a totally convincing picture, but it still reveals a few important aspects and contradictions about the Romanian transition.


There are two studies concerning elites closely connected to the politics, both of them being at the same time reinforcements and challenge to the big politics. András László Kósa (“Timurs and Playground Boys”. The Nature and Profile of Hungarian Youth Politicians in Romania) presenting a historical analysis of the Hungarian youth organizations in Romania tries to establish whether their presence in public life transformed the present political socialization patterns or in the contrary: they are contributing to the reproduction of the game rules of political system. As we can see the youth elite here means strictly the leaders of youth organizations (often apolitical ones) and the reciprocal influences between the two spheres turn to be significant. Another interesting correlation appears between the local and national politics in the case of Hungary (Attila Dénes, József Marelyn Kiss: Thereupon the Politics Rules. The Emergence of Multipozitional Political Elite in Self-Governance Structures). The relation is analyzed on the basis of the institutional relationship of local leaders to parliament (allowed in Hungary, but representing incompatibility in Romania for example). Surveying a long list of political careers is presented the interaction of the two levels, the politicization of the local governments and the “local governmentization” of political parties. Well-known and appreciated local politicians bring valuable support for political parties and despite of being a constitutional issue, the “multipozitioning” seems to be largely supported by the electorate, as more and more mayors and other actors of the local government are elected in the parliament. The consideration for this could be that local politicians’ presence in the legislation could increase the interest for local issues and modify the proportion of pragmatic decisions on the detriment of ideological ones.


Leaving the elite, Occupation and Occupational Structure in Romania in 2002 (Valér Veres) treats the topic of transition from the perspective of the population’s occupation structure and income situation. Similar to other countries from the region, Romania has gone under considerable structural changes in its transition to market-economy. The census data and other statistical reports show that there are significant differences between Romania and other east-central European countries in matters of active population (one of the lowest in Romania), economical structure (a large number of people in agriculture) and income.


All in all, these studies reveal interesting and important elements of the transition period in general and the elite in special. Being a topic with poor literature in Romania, this volume beyond presenting valuable studies, it is a challenge for further elite-researches.

