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Transylvanian Society is a journal published by the Babeş-Bolyai University, Department of Sociology, Hungarian Section. The studies in this issue (1/2004) are structured in two main themes.

The first theme focuses on demography issues, a topic very much on the agenda especially because of the census of 2002, which, compared with the one from 1992 exposes interesting facts about the first decade of the Romanian transition, regarding the population. One of these was the major decreasing of Hungarian population in Romania that astonished even the most pessimistic forecasts. In the literature there are specified three main factors for this decrease: natural dynamics, emigration and assimilation. The studies deal with the first two, mainly because they are the most important and the most obvious through the numbers of the census and other statistics. The sources used are first of all the statistics mentioned above and in some cases empirical data.

In the Natural Dynamics of Hungarian Population in Romania, Tamás Kiss analyses the two components of this dynamic: fertility and mortality between 1992 and 2002. In his historical survey of the last hundred years the author treats some theories formulated in the Romanian and international literature (at first quite antagonistic) regarding low fertility (modernization failure vs. second demographical transition). These theories both seem to be applicable to a certain extent, and what makes the case of Romania even more special would be the Ceauşescu epoch’s restrictive population policy, which after 1989 lead to a drastic decrease of fertility. Similar is the approach of Valér Veres too (Fertility among Hungarian Population in Romania); using the tools of statistical analysis the author investigates the tendencies of fertility in Romania’s population, especially among the Hungarians in Romania. In the context of historical and regional (national and international) analyze, the conclusion is that the regional differences is the key independent variable of fertility variations, and the ethnical-cultural patterns are secondary. 

Another study (Irén Gödri: Economical and Ethnical Factors of the Hungarian’s emigration from Romania to Hungary) deals with the second factor of the mentioned population decrease, migration, the central question being whether this migration could be considered an ethnical one. The methods used are both statistical and empirical data (questionnaires). One of the main merit of the study is the usage of different perspectives: structural, personal and that of relationship network. In her (a bit arbitrary) classification of various types of migrants the author concludes that is very hard to clearly separate the different motivations leading to migration, being that economical, ethnical or other. At the same time it can be concluded that the primary motivations are economical ones and the ethnical element is secondary. This represents mainly the rejection of minority life in general and a great amount of important connection and cultural capital regarding the destination country (contrary that of, before and immediately after 1989’s open hostile manifestations). In her forecast the author argues that the process is likely to continue because of the connection-networks that has taken shape in the last decade.

The last study of the first theme (Elemér Mezei, Rotariu Traian: Changes in Age Ratio among Rural and Urban Population in Romania) using exclusively statistical data (census) analyze the proportion of rural and urban population in context of age and regional comparison. The conclusion is that the existing situation (small urban population superiority) would slowly change in quite different degree regionally.

The second part of the studies, far from being as consistent as the firs one, contains two other sociological researches. The first (Zsombor Csata: The Equality of Educational Chances of Different Social Category Teenagers in Transylvania) deals with the relationship between social status variables and chances of gaining entry in high schools regarding Hungarian community in Romania. In order to make this analyze the author presents the main theories that has been formulated in connection with the (in)equalities of educational chances. Along these ideas are presented and interpreted the different researches conducted among teenagers. Beside the final result of the central problem (the origin status is a better predictor of inequalities already in elementary school, than in the case of middle education institutes) the author presents some aspects of the Romanian education system together with its awkwardness’.

The Institutes and Organizations of Hungarians in Romania (Zsombor Csata, Dénes Kiss, Tamás Kiss) is the presentation of a research report of a larger project. It tries to draw up a complete map of the institutes, which concern Hungarian minorities’ cultural activity in Transylvania. The research was drown up using questionnaires and it focuses on different aspects of the institutions, like: territorial distribution, legal status, functional problems, management etc.

