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“Women, in the first place have to take care of their family. There are some women who are not interested in this […]. But I’ve never been like that. I have to see that my family is all right and than I’m gonna be well too. If my children are happy, I’m happy too. A woman always has to bear more than a man does. This is how God has created us. (66 years, retired, widow, two children, Romanian, woman)”. This is one (surprising for one, quite natural for others) of the interview extracts that accompany this paper and explain the way how patriarchal order survives and arches over different regimes: with active or passive support of people, regardless of gender, age or ethnicity.

Enikő Magyari-Vincze’s study, (in Korunk 3/2004 with the topic The Changing Family) deals with the political and cultural construction of gender roles, feminity and masculinity in socialist and postsocialist Romania. As the title and the quotation above already suggest, gender can be understood and analyzed as a construction realized through two different ways: from above and below. The first means the political discourses and ideologies, state and other institutional politics that determine in a society the gender roles. These are the subject positions, which naturally are not simply acted by people, but interpreted or even contested. Here intervenes the other level, the day-to-day life, the “below”. The interaction of these is revealed the best by the interviews.

Romania has created two major feminine subject positions in the period of communism, of course none of them was totally without precedent, and neither had disappeared with the fall of socialist regime. With the major industrialization and economic development, women were seen as forces of production, so equality between sexes meant equality in the labor force, in the right (obligation) to work. But together with a large segregation in sectors of the economy this resulted in feminization of certain fields, which were continuously receiving less investment and underpaid. Without any proper measure to improve the women’s condition, they had been placed under a triple burden: mother-worker-housewife. Furthermore the thought of equality between sexes has loosen its legitimacy together with the regime, and certain postsocialist institutional and statutory improvements are mainly the result of external pressures and to a lesser measure of what we could call feminist movements (ONG). The relatings reveal these ambiguities, people continuously being confused in determining the relation between equality and difference.

Beside the subject position of working women another would be the role of mother. For maintaining a long-term economic development the party introduced an extremely severe birth control policy (meaning more criminal incrimination and less economic or social advantages). The role of women as reproducers was supported by a strong nationalist discourse. Although these roles appear separately in the official discourses, they mostly join together in the experience of mother/working women. In a really peculiar way the postcialist women seem to interpret and practice the roles prescribed by the system as their own choice.

The paper follows this construction of gender roles sketching its main mechanisms, injustices and urging for feminist studies in Romania. Although the study treats these two periods, we don’t have to get the wrong impression that patriarchal order is a creation of socialism. It has way deeper roots (if we just think of the traditional popular order of public and private sphere, with their own gender) and obviously it manifests in different ways. But it has successfully lived through the changes and it has adapted itself to the requirements of every regime.

