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D. Kideckel-Discourses of despair. Work and crisis in two regimes in Romania (Valea Jiului and Fagaras)

The research that orbits around the anthropological studies made by Western researchers has an unprecedented subject : the lives of  workers , which is not very often a relevant  subject  for the etnographical research in contemporary Eastern Europe , least of all in Romania. Another type of  etnography is being advanced , a critical type, interested in the nature of  the  causes  and responses to the existing social problems , a comparative and contextual type  which implicitly gives up the museistic-like description. The study in discussion is the perfect illustration of this new scientifical approach  and it proves to be a fragment from a more ample project regarding  the perception of the relation between work and health of the regional  population who has strongly been affected by the fall of communism.The ivestigation resulted from the corroboration of data from the investigations based on questionnaires, interviews ,etnographical data and observations. The text is in the same time didactic and informative and it is addressed both to authorities, offering indirect solutions for the help of the  underpriviledged  people, and to the ones interested in the anthropology of communism.

The main idea around which the study in discussion  is ordered and centered is the difference of behaviour between the miners from Valea Jiului and the workers from the chemical industry at the pressure of the postcommunist decline.  There is an internal logic and a time of the story clearly observable ,the author  is often turning back in time, presenting in detail  some events and types of behaviour, to help readers better understend the present events. The study incorporates several problematics, structurally separated  by some resumative titles : 1. The etnography of work and workers in today’s Romania  2. Contrasts in the regional work systems 3. Work ans social relations in coal mining 4. Cultural oppositions in and about coal mining in Valea Jiului  5. The miners’ response to the crisis : the socio-cultural responses to the crisis in mining , political responses ,unemployment in Valea Jiului and tha end of the afinity  6. Work relation in Fagaras area . 7. The responses of the Fagaras people.

The responses of the people from Fagaras show a better capacity of adjusting to socio-economical conditions ( they returned to their places of origin, they emigrated to Italy,  they remained  in the area,in search for other sources of income ) in contrast to the miners who irrationally spent the money from aids and who never stopped complaining.  Even inside of an homogenous group, as in the case of miners, there is a series of cultural oppositions. The economical motivations , the benefits and the losses caused by laying off the miners represents the manner in which regional conditions influence the response to a state of crisis. Taking into account these preliminary considerations,, one can clearly see the reason why the workers in the chemical factories  in the Fagaras area have responded differently to the crisis. The dispaersion of work in the regional production system played an undeniable role in this respect.

The research deals with a series of problems and tries to find a solution for them : how and to what extent  must the state get involved when certain  communities confront a crisis situation, building distinct programs of regional investigation meant to take into consideration the spcificity of each of the areas , how much attention the state gives to illegal work ( a fenomenon  that has extende after the fall of the communist regime ), what measures must be taken regarding the increasingly fenomenon of addiction to alcohol in the Valea Jiului area.  These problems become visible only in the case of a reserch  at a profound level , otherwise only the problems at the surface and that easily strike the eye  can be observed : the post-socialist stress,, the decline of health and wellfare and the discourse about death.

The discourse  returns many times to the communist period , following the psycological and politico-economical causes that create a  lockout  in people’s lives. This approach also  finds the answers it has been looking for : the rights of the miners which have been too much priviledged in the communist period, Ceausescu’s tributary dicourses who paid too much  homage to their work and encouraging the egocentric vision of life. After the fall of the communist regime, the responses of the authorities to the miners’ rebellion  made the illusion of a possible reconstruction of the coal mining industry become even stronger. The miners no longer pay attention to family relations and to their sindicate leaders because thy go on dreaming about the rebirth of coal mining industry or about winning the lottery.

The footnotes explain the article data by giving  statistical numbers meant to offer the reader a most exact vision on the state of affairs in discussion: “The numbers look worse than reality “

As one could easily see, the author of this study places on the first level of importance the relations of causality that stand at the basis of the observed  fenomena . Ordered following  the cause-effect principle, the auctorial discourse is remarkable through its clarity and concision, observing the subtle fenomena taking place in  communities considered homogenous .These subtleties can only be seen if the research is getting close enough to its object of study, as this article successfully does.

