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In her short academic article excerpted form Analele Dobrogei publication, treating some cultural and religious issues, Mrs. Angela Pop tries to expose a description of the activities, institutions and teachers from the County of Constanta starting from the fourth decade of the last century, regarding the improvement of the religion classes within the teaching system. In the present paper understanding of the term, religion represents a unified system of beliefs and acts referred to the sacred issues which reunites in the same moral community, called church, all individuals which adhere to them.

That time teachers’ interest regarding their teaching improvement and upgrading the cultural level of the urban and rural population is revealed by Mrs. Angela Pop and it is recorded in papers of the institutions and cultural circles in the teaching year 1936 – 1937. But here it must be mentioned that these cultural institutions have had existed in all districts of the country since 1903. The teachers’ teaching improvement had been done individually and in public meetings. The purpose was to ’target’ as many individuals as possible, of various ages (grown-ups and children) and improve their cultural level. That’s why the intellectuals were trying to create an attractive frame of their work, the conference being followed by some folkloric dances, shorts theatre plays, poetry and singing.

As I said, the purpose was the growing of the religious feeling in the social life. That time even, the tradition and the traditions were stronger in the rural space, in the villages’ world. Following this lead and purposing the continuous improvement of the education and culturalization, The Ministry of Religious Matters and of The Public Instruction had decided ever since 1910 that the priests would establish cultural circles together with the elementary school teachers. And that’s how the village educational factors got united with the urban ones.

The author writes about the high level of people’s lack of culture at the end of 1930. Subsequently we find out that in the educational instances there are general concepts being taught, thought to be indispensable such as: religious, moral, reading, writing, practical arithmetic, Romanian history, geography, civil rights, hygiene and others. It must be said that in all that period the Church and the religion had an important place among the studies and the activities of the cultural circles one of the themes long debated being ’The Religious Education Within The Integral Education’.

During that moment of ideological crisis which the Romanian society was facing at that time it is searched a thorough knowing of dogma, the Universe being created around the ’religious man’. The religious character seemed less social because it did not necessarily express human relations but the one between man and The Divinity. Nevertheless is not an individual activity, but they needs association. It was thought at the time, the author points out, that the education of the youth must have at its base the essence of the religion ’the spirit of the opera and ideas of Jesus Christ’ concept which assures ’the entering into a highest life, noble, recommended by the Christian religion’.

The most important thing to notice is that between the science and religion that is no mutual negation but a direct link. So we can find out that the teachers in the district of Constanta had noticed three functions of the religion: cognitive, actional and social. Mrs. Angela Pop says that at history classes it was recommended to the pupils to be talked about the difficult moments the Romanians had overcame due to their faith – ’the religion is for the people a grand power of life’.

No matter the differences between them the common matter of the religion is dividing the world into real and imaginary, into sacred and profane. The secluded man cannot make the last one. That supposes a society, which imposes the categories and punishes the deviations. Individuals, stones, trees, houses and praying lodges, can represent the sacred. That all ones are protected by different rules and their profanation is a sacrilege.

Generally speaking all the generated themes were starting from the idea that ’the society without morality would be impossible’ and the faith is its best strutting because the faith ’gives quietness to the soul that searches the absolute and the soul gives trust to the difficult moment...’.

The ultimate goal of the religion is the closeness to God and the Church have had an important role in people’s life leaving behavioral and mental benchmarks in the schools of Constanta as well as elsewhere.

