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            The testament is a special kind of source efficiently used and valorized in historical anthropology.

Its value comes from the fact that human beings, facing death, share their thoughts about life and death, clarify and solve the spiritual and material problems, name and shares their properties, communicate their last instructions and their will to the family members.

The most important part of testaments was written in the proximity of death, in the case of a severe disease, or during war or plague (Transylvania 1541- 1715). In Europe it was been considered that human is mortal and the death’s clock is unexpected, so the destiny of the things must be established before, not on the bed of death.

The inclusion of the keens, the closest persons’ children in the testament shows the structure of the family, of the social relations, coming in the continuity committal of these through inheritance and honoring – the honoring of their memory – this way the “dead persons” stay still with the alive ones.

In the testament some wishes were sometimes written, such as: where he or she to be buried or near who. Usually, the deceased is buried in the proximity of his or her keens, his or her family...

A very spread custom was to write at the end of the testament formulas for blessing and curse for the ones who would carry out the testament, respectively for the ones who would break the dispositions.

· Authority
Critical questions: trough the examples introduced in the text it’s been assured a good understanding of historical anthropology theories.

· Style and Format 
The text style is a very personal one. The author addresses to the reader using a simple and understandable speech for everybody. This style of a “storyteller”, a “field reporter”, guarantees this way the atractivity and the coherence of the text. 
