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THE PHILOSOPHY OF “AS IF” 

             The Romanian book-market landscape anticipated in waiting the need for such a professional translation to such a professional book: The Philosophy of “as if”. This book is really a map of what philosophers and literate critics call fictionalism. The German author of the book, Hans Vaihinger made the draft of this book in the year 1911, but unfortunately the high standard of the ideas and of the material made translations appear rarely. The Romanian translators used the English version because the notes and the extra-information permitted this book to address not only to the elite of the society but also to a larger target market.

            The author intended by no means to entertain or to have a specific intended audience and the purpose of the book continues a modern vision of the world in which free speculation is a way of building models. Fiction denotes deliberate false intentions of the human mind to form what Kant named “categories”. This is the only way in which our mind perceives the external, materialized objects and also internal emotions and impulses. Indeed, we have: mythological fictions (Zeus or Afrodita), paradigmatic fictions (modernism as a literary trend), practical fictions (Plato’s ideal city), ethical fictions (“liberty” and “freedom” as natural laws), mechanical fictions or math fictions (“circle” or “square”)…fictions in every field of our life. To what extend this “as if “ becomes philosophy? The author brings forward his formation as a pragmatic individual. His ideas are presented consistently and logically trough examples and making reference to a great number of philosophers and omissions are linked to none of the human field when demonstrating the main theme of this book: could fiction be practical if is born from nothing palpable?
            For example: ” I pray to God because I want that particular something “ or “I pray to God as if there is a Supreme Being and as if that particular something materializes without even knowing”. The first construction is an hypothesis and the second one is a fiction. The land between fiction and hypothesis must be bordered. Hypothesis uses a methodological approach of o probability in its way to prove whether it is valid or false meantime fiction uses the method of efficiency whether it proves to be true or not. This methodological difference makes both the demonstration of the book and the structure of it.

           The pragmatic theory uses the skeleton of a biological theory of the physical and mental system just to prove that all-human and superhuman knowledge (if there is so-called “gnostic” knowledge) is limited. Pragmatism has an original sense. It means not the desire of the logical mind to correspond with an objective reality but the virtue and the capacity of the human mind to reach its purpose trough indirect speech. “As if “ marks not a mimetic relationship but the construction of deliberate categories to higher up the gap between a comparative method that fails and a method of antinomies that helps the human being during its ontological lifespan.

            In the field of literature and in the field of anthropological research this theory points out the fact that every field we work, we simulate categories like: ”book”, “reader”, “critic”, “interview”, “review”, and so on and so forth. In the case of mythology and literature “true” or “false” minimizes to the logical human mind that modifies them as it pleases, following the simple rules of practicability and applicability. Knowing becomes secondary purpose and it’s impossible to find the naked truth because the categories can apply only to the material and sensorial given space. When categories apply to A Whole, they lose their theoretical and practical purpose. In conclusion, fictions have no theoretical value for understanding.
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