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The readers of Andrei Oisteanu’s MYTHOS AND LOGOS will discover a book bearing the mark of great knowledge. It brings together an original discourse and basic images about traditional Romanian culture, along with the East European’s magical, obsessive views. The author focuses on analysis, comparison and interpretation, rather than on simply ethnographic description.

The present work is conceived in four parts: from the sub-titles themselves the reader can deduce some of the author’s intentions. The first section, homonymous, of this volume, proposes a mythological approach of ”the feminine”, bringing for discussion the issue of the Beauty binding the Beast in that magical-erotic manner. 

Once again we are in front of the traditional way of thinking, superposing the religious sense, the author emphasizing the dichotomy between “fatherland” and “motherland”. 

Andrei Oisteanu approaches the attempt of men to understand the nature, in order to explain the unknown. Thus he writes about hallucinogenic, psychotropic plants at the Geto-Dacians and Romanians, revealing by interpretation the purpose of those ritual fumigations with Cannabis, the magic cure from Zalmoxis itself, a cure able to heal the soul, also used for the very desired immortality. The author offers us documented theories about Mandragora and Henbane, also about Dionyssos and his forbidden cult.

Another sub-chapter explores Magical-Ritual Reminiscences in Children’s Folklore, revealing the creative function of collective imaginary: the power of word (Logos) to do magic (to “re-create the reality and the Order”) in breaking out odd happenings; not to forget the great number of superstitions about the magic meteorology related to the so-called “brick-makers” - gypsies having the power to hide the rain in the bricks they made…

From an anthropological point of view Andrei Oisteanu gives us some magical perspectives and interpretations on the traditional village, according to its roots. Our ancestors have always conceived of Cosmos  “as the symbol of great order, of protected lightful space also, and of the Chaos, where the dark, the anarchy and the uncontrollable evil reign. There are precise lines of demarcation, maintaining the strong sense of villagers’ belief in chosen boundaries, every built house being considered as center, the “navel of the Earth” itself.

Andrei Oisteanu was guided by scientific works of authors with an established authority in the matter, as Sim. Fl. Marian, Adrian Fochi, I.A.Candrea, N.Cartojan, M.Eliade, I.P.Culianu (the author is an admirer of his work, the last chapter being dedicated to him). 

In his book Andrei Oisteanu also reveals the image of the Jew in the Romanian traditional culture, along with the many superstitions and prejudices about him as: the “red”, ”stinking”, ”solomonar”, often seen as a demon accused of iconocide, hagiocide, ritual infanticide; about the ethnic stigma because of extreme nationalism and anti-semitism, also.

In those studies and essays of cultural anthropology the readers may find the following other issues of interest: The Language of the Angels, about Demonophobia in Oriental and South-Eastern Europe Mythologies, A History of the Bibliocide. The richness and the variety of all themes and motifs, the magical and historical circumstances with more than one level of meaning, they all compose an interesting invitation for the reader.

