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Germina Comanici’s book offers a functional perspective on Romanian folk culture seen as a whole: from traditions of the year cycle (colindat, Paparuda, Caloian, Calusari etc.) to those related to the life cycle (birth, wedding, funeral) and to important institutions from traditional rural communities (as youngsters’ brotherhoods and female weaving gatherings) . The nuclear concept of the paper, as seen in its subtitle, is the role. After giving definitions from various perspectives offered by social sciences (anthropology, psychology, politology, sociolinguistics, theater theory and narratology), the author herself proposes a working definition for the role concept: “the organized model of behavior, corresponding on a certain position of the individual in an interactional assembling, socially instated, using a cluster  of  languages, serving as a whole to functions fixed by consensus” (p. 24). The roles in folk traditions are part of a system, having some particularities: communication is propelled towards the sacred, the roles are highly dependent on the community and their acquisition relies on socialization, all human existence being a continuous commitment to roles, which are learned inside institutions (the family, the youngsters’ brotherhood, the women weaving gatherings,  the rural community as a whole). At a certain time-point, the same person can have several positions in the community and can act according to several roles, differentiated by several criteria: age, sex, social status, marital status, different abilities, each having a specific time for performing, a text and a certain instrumentary. There are roles exclusively performed by children (Kiraleisa), by young boys or by women (Dragaica, Lazarelul), other roles allowing for a joint participation. Adult roles include those of midwife and godfather/godmother, in which  case “the same model is performed, but in different role relationships” (p. 161), in the sense that role partners are different all the time. Status changing roles include those of bride and bridegroom, and the roles of girls and boys on this occasion. Social status is important in selecting the role-player in some traditions like the Ploughman, the most hardworking young man in the village; in other cases choreutical abilities (Calusari) or musical ones (professional weepers) are the relevant ones.


Folk traditions as “categorical models of cultural behavior, instated by community, following traditional norms and predictions, reflecting a certain life horizon which has to be understood from the inside” (p. 22), communication  has two levels: between transmitter and receiver, but also between the human and the mythical, “homo socios and homo semnificans permanently communicating inside a permanent network of  significance and values” (p. 23). The acting language, the verbal one, the musical one, the choreutical and the artistic one are all synchretically mixed together in folk customs. 


Beside the fact that Germina Comanici applies her theories exclusively to the traditional stage of folk customs, without showing how these practices are still present nowadays, this book is important for approaching the relations present in traditional Romanian culture from a multisciplinary perspective, using many data from  field research, and proving that “folk traditions have a systematical organization, a multidimensional opening in the network of relations established between different categories” (p. 127).

