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As the Muslim minority in Poland steadily grows, it is obvious, that it needs space that would allow and support its development. In the last years, several new culutral centers have emerged, providing place for the Muslims to meet with each other. However, Muslims are spread all over Poland, and the several ceners that exists are situated only in major cities – Warsaw, Białystok, Lublin or Gdańsk. In this situation it is obvious, that Muslims look for means of contacting one another – and one could suppose, that it would be the internet that would provide such means; virtual space allowing to integrate the community, provide opportunity to discuss important topics (be it religion, politics or anything else), express one’s own views and opinions. And in fact, having made such an assumption, one would not be mistaken. It is not the aim of this report to provide quantifiable data concerning Muslim activity on the net. Also quality analysis would require serious research. I will only try to shortly describe the scope of content available.

Most of the websites are maintained by official Muslim organisations, which use the internet to present their own activities - publishing, weekly and annual meetings, etc. Apart from that, they usually give some basic information about islam. Few however provide broader online articles – and these are usually “politically correct” texts concerning how a good Muslim should live, praising the social aspects of islam, its openness towards other religions and so on. Although it is common to host only one official website, most of the organisations run (or support) several other – e.g. aimed at Muslim women. Sometimes it seems however, that there is no substatial difference between the content of these pages, what differs is only their design and layout. It also happens, that sites are migrated to different internet addresses, while their older versions are still available – thus duplicating exactly the same content.

There is also a number of pages without concrete and official references to organisations. However, as there are rather few Muslims in Poland, some relation between their authors and the leaders of organisations most probably exists. These websites publish numerous articles concerning a variety of topics. These are roghly: 

· dogmatic aspects of religion,

· religious practice,

· Muslim law (fiq’h),

· politics and current events,

· law and regulations concerning economy,

· law and regulations concerning social life,

· history,

· attitude towards other religions.

Most of these articles are aimed at Muslims, and assume that the reader has some basic knowledge and competence in the topic (especially concerning religion). It is important to point out, that they are often translations of foreign texts, however lacking links to the original. Another flaw is that the translator often remains unsigned. The websites contain many articles discussing the relations between islam and other religions. One interesting thing is that the majority of these are texts concerning christianity – which is probably due to the domination of this religion in Poland. Most of them present criticism of religious dogma and ideas, being unobjective usually if not even openly aggressive. Apart from christianity, shiism, sufism and Israel (as a state) are also critiqued.


Along with these, also smaller websites can be found, presenting different points of view and ideas, the critiqued shiism and sufism have their own portals. This specific “democracy” of the internet reveals itself in the variety of discussion groups and forums, whcich are though not so “democratic” and open themselves - controversial and discussible posts are often deleted.  So as to conclude, it seems that islam is represented in many ways on the polish internet, and thus it is easy to find a portal with a profile, that suits one best. The major websites, however, present a somewhat radical and intolerant content.

There is one more website, that I would like to mention separately, as it does not originate from the Muslim community -

www.arabia.pl

It offers a large number of articles concerning culture, religion (also religious dialogue), politics, etc. Important features of this portal are an often updated news service and a forum. As not associated with any Muslim organisation, this forum is perhaps most open among other comparable forums – administrators do not delete uncomfortable posts. In contrast to the major Muslim websites mentioned above, every text published on Arabia.pl is signed. These aspects cause the portal to be perhaps the most objective and open to discussion of all websites on the polish net.

websites affiliated with organisations:

Muslim Religious Union of Republic of Poland

One of the major Polish Muslim organisations. It was founded in 1917, and its present members are chiefly Muslim Tatars.

http://www.mzr.pl/

http://www.muzulmanie.pl/ 

http://www.centrum.muzulmanie.pl/  - the Islamic Cultural Centre in Warsaw

http://www.fundacja.info/

Muslim Students Society in Poland

Existing since 1989/1990

http://www.islam.org.pl/ 

http://www.muzulmanka.pl/ - concentrating on the theme of women in islam

Qualification Muslism Cultural Society in Poland

Existing since 1996


http://www.mskk-islam.8m.com/


http://www.islam.com.pl/

Polish Muslims' Association


http://www.ipdirect.home.pl/kmp/


http://www.islam.pl/  - offers the possibility to become Muslim online

Muslim Unity Society

A shii organisation, existing since 1937.


http://www.republika.pl/rberger/

http://al-islam.webpark.pl/

The School of Sufi Teaching

Which is a branch of an international Institute of Search for Truth, established in Poland in 1996


http://sufischool.org

The Muslim League (Polish branch)

Although the organisation has no official website, it publishes a magazine “As-Salam”, also available through the internet:


http://www.as-salam.prv.pl/

Also officially associated with the League is the Muslim Centre in Lublin:


http://www.islam.lublin.prv.pl/

“unofficial” websites:

http://www.islam-in-poland.org/ - one of the major Polish Muslim websites; offers numerous articles concerning various topics from culture and politics to law and religion; serves often updated news (mostly from the Muslim world); has a forum; has a special section for children:

http://www.muslim.pl/ 

http://www.planetaislam.com/ - the second major site, offering materials of similar variety as the website above, although less numerous; has a link to a newsletter, which is apparently inactive (but offers archive browsing)

http://www.tatarzy.tkb.pl/  - a big site dedicated to the Polish Tatar community, includes photos, information about Tatar culture, also hosts a forum

http://www.muzulmanie.com/ - a somewhat smaller website than the two mentioned above, it doesn’t give so many materials, but also hosts a forum

http://www.szia.prv.pl/ - another Shii website, this one however, unofficial; is also associated with a forum

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Forum/9192/pl.html - compared to other pages mentioned above, a rather small site, probably due to lack of updates since 1999

http://swiatislamu.webpark.pl/glowna.htm - as above - unupdated sice 2002

http://www.dobrysufi.of.pl/ - a small site dedicated to sufism

http://republika.pl/sufizm/ - also on sufism, however more comprehensive

http://zahid.fm.interia.pl/ - offers several texts on islam

http://islamic.org.uk/polish/ - contains arguments and questions about islam, aiming (quite aggresively) to convince the reader that islam is the best (and only) religion

http://www.islampolska.webpark.pl/# - links to various Muslim sites, both from Poland and worldwide

http://www.viva.palestyna.pl/ - news and articles on the situation in the Holy Land; frequent updates

Muslim blogs:

http://www.muslimah.blog.pl/

http://sarenka.blog.pl/

http://daktyla.eblog.pl/glowna.php

http://l-a-i-l-a.blog.pl/

forums:

http://www.tatarzy.tkb.pl/forum/portal.php

http://www.board.freeweb.pl/subjects.php?board_id=3094&division=3958

http://islam-in-poland.org/forum/index.php

http://www.planetaislam.com/forum.html

http://www.muzulmanie.com/forum/

