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The article is a part of quarterly “Culture and Society” which gathers anthropological and sociological publications from all universities in Poland. The article about young Polish Jews, written by Katarzyna Anna Szafrańska – a PhD student at University in Łódź, found its place among other articles about widely understanded discourse in sociology. 

The whole article is based on author’s researches among the fifteen young Jews from Łódź – the one of the biggest cities in Poland. The matter is how Polish Jews identify themselves in our society. How they reacted when they had uncovered their Jewish roots and how they tried to resolve those identification’s irresolution, contained in the title. The article deals with a struggle of the youngsters with their fear and feeling of exclusion caused by their  Jewish descent, which in Poland may have very negative consequences. 

 But Katarzyna Anna Szafrańska, candidate for a doctor’s degree as I said, makes in her article some fundamental mistakes, which may be characteristic for a student of  the second year, but not for a scientist. The author from the beginning to the end of her article uses the notion “identity”, but  does not explain how she understands it . In every sociological publication, the scientist have to specify all general and ambiguous notions or appeal to someone’s theory. On the second page of this article we can find the same mistake and the mysterious idea of “marginal people” created by Everett V.  Stonequist, but in this case, the author corrects her error a few pages later. Unfortunately, it is still not a satisfying way of showing theoretical background. Of course the article does not have only disadvantages. Katarzyna Anna Szafrańska very solidly describes all stages of her researches but also here I have to make a little reservation. The author writes about her method of researches, narrative interview, but instead of precise, important notions, she gives us a  paragraph about advantages of this method. I think that this is redundant for the topic of this publication. 

The great advantage of this article is certainly the fact that the author gives us all information about the scientists and the theories on which she grounded her inferences. The mistake from the beginning – missed explanation is not repeated and all numerous ideas are precisely commented. Those appeals to the scientist seem to be even too numerous and sometimes just unnecessary. The language of the exposition is not too hard to understand but it also fulfills all assumption of scientific language. What is also very significant, the author relates not only to the anthropological but also psychological and sociological theories and this is the sign of a great reliability.

In spite of the fact that Katarzyna Anna Szafrańska does not explain the notion “identity” in her article, she talks over the most important components and determinants of identity, like language, religion, family, traditions, feeling of safety and also actions and strategies undertaken to maintain a stable identity. Those elements are supported with the brief fragments of interviews made by the author with young Polish Jews. The whole article is an attempt of summary and making conclusion about the problem of double-identity. Solidly based on interviews and many theories consideration, in spite of the mistakes shown at the beginning of this review, is still very interesting for sociologists and anthropologists. The matter is presented very profoundly,  detailed and strongly grounded on the theory. In conclusion, the author states that young Polish Jews choose the solution of a “third way”, which means living with two, harmonized identities – Polish and Jewish. In fact this conception is analysed in the postmodern context, we are allowed to search many possible ways of its completion. 

