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REPORT: How is Islam presented in the Polish media

Writing this report I have focused on the most important opinion-making newspapers in Poland. I have analized two weeklies – ‘Polityka’, ‘Wprost’ and one everyday journal ‘Rzeczpospolita’, all since 1998. Unfortunately, I have to admit that there is almost nothing about the converts in those newspapers and generaly in all Polish media. In all the materials I have found only one article which is about the phenomenon of changing the religion on Islam. It was published in ‘Polityka’ N( 13/2003 and entitled ‘Rap discovers Islam’. It is a lenghty text about Eldo and Włodi – two Polish singers who are converts to Islam and talks about their experience. Also, the article tackles the issue regarding converts in Poland. To my evaluation. It constitutes a very good presentation of differences beetwen people who are converts. That is the highlight:

Most of the converts are not connected with rap. It is hard to describe them. Six, seven hundreds or even one thousand. Women who fell in love in Muslims, travellers, liberals, some being against globalization and Polish church, interested in different religions, some unfortunate in life and even two former priests from Białystok. They all are connected with  the biggest mosques in Poland – Białystok, Warsaw and Gdańsk. 

Eldo and Włodi`a case was commented in ‘Rzeczpospolita’ from 28.05.2004:

There is a new cathegory of Muslims in Polish mosqes. Those are young Polish converts interested in the most rigoristic form of Islam. Sometimes that is the result of a long search, but sometimes it is some kind of demonstration as the youths made in Poland in 1968. Allah instead of Marks and Mao?  In that way young people look at the conversion of two Polish hip hop stars – Włodi from Molesta /the name of his band/ and Eldo from Gramatic /the same/. 

  In Polish newspapers one might find some notions on converts, but cannot be considered significant. For example :one from ‘Rzeczpospolita’ from 10.11.2001 just after the attack  on The World Trade Center:

It is known that fundamentalistic Muslims are responsible for the attacks. They kill unbelievers in the name of God. Scientists want to persuade us that those are exceptions which we can find in all the religions. Islam is a religion of peace in which believe nearly 0,5 billion people. In Poland it is about 4 – 6 tousands Muslims. There is no substantial data available specifying  how many Polish choose Islam. In Islamic centre in Białystok, it is said, that during last year nearly 200 Polish became the converts to Islam. We do not know the reasons of the conversion. The most famous convert in Poland was Michał Czajkowski, the writer and participant of November Uprising, who changed the religion in 1850.
There is also an excerpt informing about vary scarse contacts between Polish Tatars (who are Muslims)  and Muslims (who are not Tatars). ‘Rzeczpospolita’ from 28.05.2004:

Tatars consist the  minority of Muslims in Poland. It is believed that that immigrants from Arabic countries and Polish converts do not contact Tatars. Their Islamic roots are not taken seriously.

In order to discuss the issue how Islam is presented in Polish newspapers as the religion itself, admittedly, one can find many articles dealing with the topic. They discuss Muhammad (Islamic Prophet), the reasons of emergence of  a new religion and what the main principles  in Islam are, thus, one may draw the cinclusion that the newspapers successfully educate their readesr on the nature of the religion. Their informative value and objectivity is high. I have choosen the most interesting and relevant excerpts. ‘Rzeczpospolita’ from 05.06.1999: 

In most Islamic countries there are no formal links between the religion and the government, beside the constitutional rule, that Islam is a official religion. The rule is occasionally used by the governments to emphasisze their power and stress their conservatism

‘Rzeczpospolita’ from 06.10.2001:

An Islamic fundamentalist will never turn a terrorist. Fundamentalism is a come back to the religious beginnings. Beginnings are not connected with killing innocent people. (...) The fundamentalists could be against democracy but they would not fight it sucrificing a human life. 

‘Polityka’ N( 39/2001:

The most important feature of Islam, taken from Christianity, is a strong belief that Islam is the only true religion. (...) Islam in its principles sets the global world where the faith, authority and society is the whole. The division between sacrum and profanum, religion and politics does not exist. The lord fulfill Gods guidelines. 

  In that extract from ‘Polityka’ N( 50/2004  one can learn about the relations between  Muslims and Christians as they were from the beginning on. In this text it is said, that Muslims and Christians met not only on the battle fields but they also do business together and share their knowledge. 

In Polish media there are also described similarities and differences between Islam and other religions. Journalists inform about the chances for agreement between West and Islam and they try to evaluate likelihood for Muslim countries to become democratic ones. Hereby the  the fragment of an analysis  from ‘Wprost’ N( 951:

It is possible to conciliate the democracy with Islam. Islamic world is very diverse so the dialogue with this world should vary, too. The dialogue with Indonesia is much more easier than the dialogue with, for example, Iran. 

The issue is discussed very frequently . Here I would like to bring forward the most interesting fragments from ‘Rzeczpospolita’:

Is it true, that Islam as a cultural project, is sentenced for a defeat? Nonsense. Due to Richard John Neuhaus, the most important challange for the Christianity in the 21st century will be to establish good relations with Islam. Spritual crisis in West is a reason why there is an explosion of Islam and why Islam becomes more and more popular. (10.06.2000)

A holy war or a just war? Christians and Muslims are rather peaceful people. In all churches it is legal to talk people into taking part or waging a war, if faith or life are jeopardized. Owever, there is a great difference between justification and intention. Christianity makes just war by the side of the opressed and against the wrongdoers. Muslims make war hoping that their religion will enable them to control  the whole world. It is worthy to take those differences under consideration. (24.11.2001)

That aspect was also mentioned by ‘Polityka’: 

Islam faces a huge problem at the moment, similarly to the other religions. That is the issue of modernisation. How to respond to  the global civilisation? Should the religion come back to its roots or make the compromise and adapt to the new order? There, where Islam is a minority it is much more easier to reform it. In those countries where Islam is a majority, its believers thinks that God should speak  Arabic.  (39/2001)

We should stop thinking that the whole humanity wants the unity with West. That is false from the very beginning. We should learn to live together, not to rule. (46/2001)

Western people  wonder why Islam does not change or reform like the other religions. ‘cow will never changed so as to lay eggs and chicken will never be able to give milk – says prof. Dziekan – they will never change so as to create Europe from Islamic world. (4/2004)

The religions are competitive – they all tell that they are the only possesors of the one and only truth.. The conflict emerges  when they exist on the same ground. It is possible only in liberal countries which are tolerant to the all religions which do not break the law of the land.  It is possible, but not completely. Interreligious dialogue is being discovered also by West civilisations.  (38/2004)

Unfortunately, books written by the Islamic reformists are published in the West countries and in Western languages. Young Muslims do not know them at all, additionally, they do not remember about the reformists from the 19th and 20th century. That is the most important reason of contemporary problems. (50/2004)

I daresay that after the 11th of September it has taken place a kind of change in the way Islam is being perceived. It is seen also among Polish journalists. Those are the examples:

 A question ‘what is Islam?’ could not be answered correctly. What will it be – we will see. Maybe it will be connected with millions of Muslims or maybe only with some of them. But it will be the holy war for sure. Islam should be still the unpredictible religion.  ‘Rzeczpospolita’ from 24.11.2001

 Some time after the attacs Polish journalists wrote only about the fact that Islam did not mean terrorism, they stressed that  sometimes Ilam might show a dangerous side, too. As far as the aspect is concerned:

Militant Islam is a more meaningful word than fundamentalism, (…). There are not many fundamentalists among Muslims and even fewer believers who take up a fight in the name of Islam. However, they become well known thanks to media and media are to blame. ‘Polityka’ 39/2001

Islam tries to change the present world order. Demonstrations supporting  Osama ibn Laden are not attended by many. But it is not difficult to observe that his slogans encourage Muslims to take certain stance and to fight with democracy. Fundamentalists want even to change  Israel into a Muslim country. ‘Polityka’ 44/2001

Muslims complain that after the September 11th their minorities are discriminated. They complain that media are against Muslims. They admit, that the organizations connected with Al-Kaida do not represent Muslims – they are right, but they have no  recognizable religious liders in their society. Muslims admit that they disapprove of terrorism and that the majority of them are loyal citizens of Europe. ‘Polityka’ 33/2002

For the West today, Islam has a face and a voice of Osama ibn Laden. But then again Islam is a peaceful and tolerant religion. Why so rarely we have an opportunity to hear the voice of Muslims who do not speak the language of hatred ? The image of Osama frightened us and shattered hope for the trust. (...) West sees silam as a danger. ‘Polityka’ 4/2004

Professor Dziekan explains that the majority of Muslims are normal people – mentally balanced and  calm. We cannot hear them since casuality does not shout. We can hear the scream of the radicals – that becomes the news – that is food for the media. (...) Is it really so tasty? ‘Polityka’ 4/2004

Could believers in Allah in Poland create the base for terrorism and fundamentalistc groups? After the September 11th that society is very well supervised. The majority condemn terrorism. But it could happen that somebody thinks differently, especialy among radical Muslims and young converts. They function under the cover of  the regular Islamic organisations – that is the opinion of Polish special forces. ‘Polityka’ 22/2004 

There is no dialogue between fundamental Muslims and the moderate ones. Terrorism is much more dangerous for those Muslims who are not against modernisation than for the infidels. For fundamentalist Muslims those who agree with democracy are just traitors, greater  enemy than the West. (...) radical Muslims ‘kidnapped’ today’s Islam. Fundamentalism is strong because of the weakness of its enemies. ‘Polityka’ 50/2004

Our idea about terrosrism is connected with the past. We still remember the Olimpic Games in Munchen and that the terrorist action on this scale was performed  by Arabs for the first time. This makes us think that all  terrorist attacks are carried out by Muslims. That is  pure generalization and rubbish. (prof. Janusz Danecki) ‘Rzeczpospolita’ from 13.09.2001

Controlling Polish Muslim societies is a very delikate case and we cannot hurt their fellings. But nowdays we are witnesses how Osama ibn Laden tries to recruit new souls of Muslims from European countries. West experiences show the tragical consequences of lack of such a control. If Polish Muslims will behave in a mature manner, such a supervision  will be unnecessary. ‘Rzeczpospolita’ from 28.05.2004

Nowdays one can observe the conflict between people from the same civilisation – between fundamentalist Muslims and perhaps not democratic but antyfundamentalist ones. Islam is forced to fight with radical believers as once we had to fight with comunism or fascism. It could cost them a lot of killed innocent people but probably it will be the biggest ideological war since the Second World War. ‘Wprost’ N( 1080. 

In my report I also would like to draw your attention to the case of Turkey and how its entrance to the UE is  commented and viewed in Polish newspapers. I have chosen some excerpts which characterised the problem the most relevant way:

Officialy the whole Europe has no prejudices against Turkey. It is said that UE is not a club just for the Christian countries. Problems with Turkey have political character, not religious. ‘Polityka’46/2002

Turkey often admits that they introduce the reforms not only with a purpose to join  UE, but also for their country. And that they will continue the reforms after joining EU. For Turkey that is not suprising that their Islamic government accepts the changes since it accepts that the government should be secular and work similarly as socialdemocratic governments in Europe do. ‘Polityka’ 46/2004

It is important to mention the case of Muslims situation in Holland and France:

How it is possible to be the Muslim in Europe? How is it to live with Muslims in Europe? In the West Europe there is 10 mln Muslims. They are not the same but everywhere have the same problems. They do not feel at home and Europe does not feel with them good, especially after the attacks on The World Trade Center. Unfortunately the gap is getting  bigger and bigger. ‘Polityka’ 47/2001

The second generation from Islamic countries is much more radical than their parents, who came to Holland to find a better life. Youngsters are unhappy that their parent became assimilated. Young fanatics are brought up with all liberties, they do not know religious leaders and that is why they attacks the unbelievers themselves and provoke reprisals.  ‘Wprost’ 1147

Something cracked in Holland. In a very tollerant society we can observe the beggining of a kind of civil war with Muslims. Due to the recent surveys 47% of Dutch people feel less symphaty to Muslims after killing Van Gogh. They say that it was not killing the human but killing the value system, their society. ‘Polityka’ 47/2004

 In France there are 1,8 milion Muslim kids. The problem is connected only with several hundreds or a thousand among them, with those being the most radical. (…) How could one describe, for example, a size of the cross worn under our t-shirt or the thickness of the beards? Why it is inaccurate to have religious symbols when there are a lot of naked women on billboards around us? Or when it is possible to have children is homosexual marriages? ‘Polityka’ 47/2004

  Conclusions.

 The excerpts. I have chosen, tackle the most important problems connected with Islam as the religion and sociological phenomenon. In my opinion, the excerpts I presented, illustrate the complexity of the Islamic issue and our (Polish) growing interest in the field, as Poland has become a part of the civilization which seems to be very carefully observed by the Islamic radicals. Also, as the number of converts in Poland is growing, the issue is getting more and more relevant. However, as Islam is being regarded in Poland as a peril that must be fought against, I decided to select also the excerpts which show that Polish media are aware of their power and try not only to warn people, but also increasingly, to inform them and to be objective.
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