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Sam Becket and Marilyn McArthur examine Transylvania in a detailed and extended analysis, up to the present. They focus the way in which class and ethnic relations intersect and shift Transylvania`s geopolitical position, as it is transformed from a peripheral region, contested by Austria and Hungary, to an integral part of Hungarian state, then to a region within the Kingdom of Romania, finally to became a part of a Socialist Romanian Republic. 
Each political shift changed the life of groups, seen as the intersection of class and ethnic variables. The authors examine the attempt of socialism to construct new models of ethnic relation, as Marxist*Leninist movements in Eastern Europe have tried to create an alternative to the capitalist world system.
The papers collected in the volume were presented in a symposium organized by Sam Becket and Katherine Verdery, in 1976.

The purpose of the symposium and of the volume is to examine the range of ethnic phenomena, both as a contribution to the Southeastern European studies and as an exercise in the anthropological analysis of ethnicity.

The authors claim that the aim of this paper is to explain why serious inter-ethnic tensions have manifested after more than thirty years of socialism. This work contains four parts: Introduction (which includes preliminary information of this work: purpose, a few words about the style, the themes and the main ideas). Part I (a theoretical and methodological framework), Part II (a review of Transylvanian history, serving as a preface to Part III on the socialist era), Part III.
Part I deals with theoretical distinction between the notion “ethnicity” and “class”; there are five reasons for the confusion of the two concepts. In the case of historical Transylvania, there was a correlation between class and ethnic status, as the region was under Hungarian domination and Hungarians held superior economic and political advantages, while Romanians were relegated to the lowest ranks; the position of the Saxons was midway between the two, although locally, they dominated Romanians.
 A second similarity between class and ethnicity is that they both structure social interaction within, as well as between groups. Language and religion, common ethnic markers, were highly elaborated in Transylvania as symbols of ethnicity. 
A third point of confusion concerns mobility across class and ethnic lines and the conditions under which it occurs. A fourth reason of this confusion is when class and ethnic stratification are not strictly coincident, members of different ethnic groups will have common class interests, and, as a result, common class interests will be shared by members of different ethnic groups. A last point concerns the level of self-consciousness among ethnic groups and classes and its relationship to group interests.  The authors make this theoretical distinction in order to emphasize the fact that they do not regard ethnic conflict as merely an aspect of class conflict, they consider that ethnic conflict has no independent significance as a factor in social change.
Other theoretical concepts are region and elites. The region is the arena in which class and ethnic dynamics are played out. It is the territorially-bounded political domain that the ethnic groups inhabit, and within which competition among classes and ethnic groups occur. Regional political economies are dominated by elites, that is, those persons or groups of persons with tactical control over the distribution of the economic and human resources of a given area. There are two types of elites: dependence and development elites, which exist in one particular kind of periphery, namely an area whose population has been integrally tied to long distance inter-state commercial network.
The second part of this chapter realizes a short presentation of Transylvanian history, for a better understanding of the ethnicity problems in socialist period from Part III. 
The authors begin their presentation with the pre -world era, and a short comment 
of the events from the 16th century, when Transylvania was not an independent region. All religious, political and economical determinants affected the mentality concerning ethnicity issues. The interwar period means for Transylvania the achievement of the unification with the Old Kingdom. 
So, the new greater Romania has to find its way under complex and shifting conditions in Europe and in the world economy as a whole. No region, class or ethnic group escaped the necessity to re-orient itself after the 1st world war’s end. 
Transylvania was more industrially developed than the Regat. The world-wide economic crisis of the 1930’s and the emergence of a strong Nazi Germany with little effective opposition on the continent of Europe led Romania to compromise its goals for independence. A dependence elite in Bucharest promoted nationalism for its own gain, reducing Transylvania to a hinterland of the Regat. The contradiction of class interests is the main feature of the Romanian society (the peasant hoping for state support and agrarian reform, a new urban middle class claiming for economic prosperity, the minority elite trying to maintain ethnic solidarity and their indigenous class hierarchies in the face of great political and economic flux). 
Part III presents the significance of political events, minorities and socialist development and the power of the working people. The conclusion of the authors is that inter-ethnic tensions have been carried over from pre-socialist times. 

The discourse is well structured; from the beginning the authors present the methodology and the key units of the analysis.
