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Andrei Oisteanu was born in 1948 and is presently a researcher at the National Museum of Romanian Literature. His research fields include: ethnology, cultural anthropology, history of religions and mentalities. His writings are seen as a considerable contribution to researching magical and ritual practices as well as to the mythical and religious symbols.

Andrei Oisteanu is known to the Romanian public through his published books: The Garden Beyond. Zoosophy. Myhological Comments/ The Box of Old People/ Mythical and Symbolical Motifs and Significances of the Romanian Traditional Culture and many other articles dedicated to ethnic image ideology. Most of his works have been translated. 

Mythos and Logos represents a remarkable contribution to the field of cultural anthropology, consisting of researches and essays about Romanian and East European magical and ritual experiments. The work is completed by images, documents and by a vast additional bibliography.

In his essay Mythos and Logos, Andrei Oisteanu explores issues of meditation on popular ideas and beliefs upon which the mentality of the Romanian community was built. These sensitive themes are highly exposed and impartially interpreted. 
Mythos and Logos is a descriptive and exigent research about the way in which the stranger was perceived by the Romanian people and by other European ethnic groups following various moments in history.

Andrei Oisteanu is the first researcher to have developed a complete study in image ideology, on the way in which Jewish people were represented within the Romanian mentality and folklore. The contents of this historical phenomenon is presented through legends, popular traditions, Christian propaganda and various prejudices, making possible the existence of two portraits: of the “imaginary Jew” and of the “real Jew”.

The author makes use of the critical and comparative text analysis, based on contemporary social science methods.

The first chapter includes several researches relating to identities attested by the popular culture and rites practiced by the rural communities during crucial times of their lives. Furthermore, the author faithfully provides explanations of terms used within the ritual activities or in magic.

The author’s exegesis also includes interpretations of popular demonic ideology, demonic phobia, hallucinogenic drug administration to Gaeto-Dacian or Romanian people from the Antiquity to modern times. Andrei Oisteanu refers to ancient researches belonging to L. Saineanu, Th. Sperantia, L. Blaga and to other more recent studies signed by A. Fochi, R. Vulcanescu, I. Muslea, as well as to other relevant names.

The chapter “The imaginary Jew versus the real Jew” contains studies about the image of the Jew within the Romanian traditional culture.

In the third chapter, Andrei Oisteanu never avoids subjects often considered as being taboo (anti-Semitism and other forms of intolerance) and vehemently defends values such as tolerance and cultural, ethnic, confessional or linguistic pluralism. By associating the neuro-physical functions of the left brain hemisphere with the right hand ability, the author makes a subtle analysis of the left and right political ideological beliefs, generating the civic and political commitments. The final chapter  includes studies about public theological disputes and a dialogue with IPC.

The value of this work is certified by the objective and well-informed presentation, as well as by the Romanian readers’ interest.

Mythos and Logos is a useful study for ethnologists, sociologists, politicians and historians.
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